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PRE F ACE. 


HE occaſion upon which theſe Ser- 
mons were preach'd, and are now 
publiſb d, Im obliged, upon ſeveral 
accounts, to make the Reader acquainted 
with. 

Mr. Coward of Waltham-ſtow ſet up 4 
Lecture in London ſome years ago, and made 
choice of fix Miniſters to preach it in their 
turns. Tho I had been intimate with him 
more than twenty years, and recerved a great 
many commendations for the part I have 
always taken, either in the cauſe of Liber- 
ty or that of Doctrine; yet for reaſons 
that are eaſily gueſsd at, he. did not brin 
me into the number. I own, 'tis what 
might have expected, not only becauſe I knew 
ſo much of his political ſecrets, but he 
thought himſelf to be of that impor- 
tance with me, as to direct and over-rule 
my conduct in a ſtrife not belonging to him, 
which none but a perſon of uncommon friend- 
5 would ever pretend to ; The caſe was 
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PREFACE. 


A very ſorry furious pamphlet was prin. 
ted againſt — Le =; APPEAL a the 
diſſenting Miniſters concerning the condu& 
of Mr. Thomas Bradbury; with a diſtorted 

iece of Scripture in the ver) Title. page, 

he latter end of this man will be worſe 
than the beginning. The Printer would 
not be concern d in it without letting me know 
what it was, and the liberty of telling me 
the name of the Author; who is one that I ne- 
ver had any quarrel with, nor to my know- 
ledge gave him the leaſt provocation to act as 
he has done. \\vy 

And therefore it was eaſy for me to write 
an Appeal 7o the Juſtices of the peace in the 
county of Middleſex, and I could with as 
much reaſon proclaim my zeal and danger 


for the preſent Government, as he does his 


for the diſſenting intereſt ; and then made 
the ſame outcries that one of their num- 
ber had usd me with barbarity and violence; 
and told em with the confidence of which 
he has given an example, that we might ex- 
pect a man of ſo little conſcience or temper 


ſhould not be umd upon the Bench; for 


he ventures to demand that no Miniſter ad. 
mit me into a pulpit. 


I knew that all this wrath was drawn 


upon me for the little ſhare I had in the dl. 
fence of a Doctrine, that this gentleman and 
about thirty three directors more would have 
wndermin'd : And afterwards for what 1 
wrote o Berwick upon Tweed about 10 
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PREFACE. 


nen whoſe election to the parliament in that 
town, I had promoted more than all the Mi- 
niſters in London either did or could. My 
letters thither were tranſcribed and ready to 
make a part of what I ſhould have pub- 
liſh'd in my own defence; but Mr. Coward 
iner pos d, and by meſſages, viſits, and vehe- 
ment intreaties perſuaded me to drop the 
quarrel. Na), I ſuppoſe, it was by his in- 


fuence that the 'Deacons of Fetter-Lane 


combin'd in laying ſiege to me; tho but one 
of 'em, as remember, had read the pam- 
pblet. J muſt.do both Mr. Coward and thoſe 
he ſet at work the Juſtice to own, that they 
calld it a baſe 2 and ſcurrilous paper, 
and ſaid that I degraded myſelf, and did the 
pityful Author too much honour to anſwer it. 
And Mr. Coward, in particular, very loudly 
and very frequently told me, what a contempt 
he had of the man for whoſe ſake that - 
pamphlet came into the world. | 

have repented many a time that Idid not 
then, (as may be done with very little trouble) 


ſhew to mankind how vile and baſe and low 


the ſpirit of the ſlanderer was; I dont ſee 
that my ſilence has given me any better treat- 
ment, either from the worſt of enemies, or 
thoſe who pretended to talk as friends. For 
thoſe Deacons, and this perſon who ſet em 
on work, as if it was not enorgh to tie my 
hands from a defence againſt the reproach of 
others, have now made me ſuffer by their 
own, They of Fetter-lane have with an 

7 . : mgra- 


Friend, 


PREFACE. 
ingratitude, injuſtice and violence that og ht 
to be laid open, turn d me out of their pulpit ; 
and My. Coward, tho he has bawl'd againſt 
them, has follow/d the ſtroke and diſmiſs'd me 

om his. This is the treatment I have re. 
cetv'd from thoſe, to whom I paid ſo great q 
complement, and did it with controul enongh 
to my own inclination. But Im oblig d 10 
reſume the order of the ſtory. | 
As I ſaid, Mr. Coward gave me no place 
in his original Lecture; but immediately upon 
the 21 Mr. Clarke, he writ to his 
deſir'd him that I would ſupply 
that vacancy, with a = heap of carat 
adding that he ſhould look upon it as an ho- 
nour to his Lecture if a perſon ſo, 8c. would 
immediately come into it. At that time, be. 
cauſe of my work every other Lord's- day e- 
vening at Salter's-hall, I could not preach tuo 
Fridays together, as the Miniſters in his Lec- 
ture had always done: But that he broke thro, 
and told me, I might take what way I pleas, 
and the whole deſign ſhould be transform 
to my convenience. | 
When he would have a ſet of ſermons 
printed on the Perſon and Glory of Chriſt I 
knew nothing at all of it, till three or four 
of 'em were preach d. His great inclination 
was to have ſome of 'em take that text Heb. 
i. 3. Andif Iam not miſinform d, he offerd 
it to four of 'em; but (without ever telling 
me, that they had refusd it) he writes to mt 
with 4 mighty zeal, that 1 would * 


PREFACE. 
that ſubject; and added, that none was ſo 
proper, as © had already ſhewn in the firſt 
« ſermon I preachd among em, which he 
« wiſh'd to have ſeen, on John xiii. 1. And 
& that he had read twice over in his family 
a bool that I publiſh'd many years ago call d 
«* Chriſtus in Carlo, or the quality and 
e work of 4 glorified Redeemer.” 

I own the profeſſions are not very har- 
nonious with his offering the text to others, 
nor can the reader ſuppoſe I have any vain 
pleaſure in repeating em; they paſs with me 
for no more than a proof of what I read 
Jam. i. 8. A double minded man is un- 
ſable in all his ways. 

However he was ſo pleasd with the firſt 
. Wl ſermon as to tell me that © he thought him- 
. © ſelf in heaven all the while.” I then told 
in, that I could not bring my thoughts with- 
the compaſs of two diſcourſes; he bid me 
„ e no care about that, for if they made half 
en he would print em all. 

4 Before I had gone thro my turns, the mi- 
WI "ters met to agree about the publication, and 
uf em, as cell as myſelf, had no incli- 
Ion to have printed, but we comply d merely 
1, gratify our Patron. I thought that he 
Loud have given ten or twenty guineas to 
ſmk the price, and ſpread the work ; but in- 
fread of that 1 found that there was to be a 
preſent made of fifty books to himſelf ; ſo 
that the preſs is far from being any expence 
lo him, and what he offers to the world coft 
lam nothing. : At 


Vin 


PREFACE. 
At that time a very long dedication and 
preface was brought us, no? concerted by alj 
the Miniſters, or the eldeft among em, but 
agreed npon by Mr. Coward and one of the 
youngeſt ; perhaps this is a liberty that Mir. 
Clarke and My. Reynolds would not have 
allowd. However we were told that My. Co- 
ward approv'd of it, and would not conſent 
to any alterations. I made my objeftions 4. 
gainſt it with a freedom that every honeſt 
man will take; and I muſt obſerve that the 
things I complain d of are much amended ; 
fo little did theſe people know of Mr. Co- 
ward's mind, or ſo little did he know of 
it himſelf. en | 
Firſt, it's reduc d from the prodigious quan- 
tity, and thoſe long winded ſentences that | 
thought would be very ungrateful to a rea. 
der,; and the Author of the dedication owns 
as much himſelf, that © he had taken more 
« than his ſhare in the ſermons ; (and indeed 
one of his is longer than four of mine) and 
« therefore he will not, as he ſays, repeat tht 
« offence by attempting to excuſe it. 
Secondly, T really thought the Preface & 
bounded with thoſe great ſwelling words of 
vanity, that will draw the world into an & 
pinion that we have men's perſons in admirs- 
tion becauſe of advantage. And Imnſt thank 
him for dropping ſo much of that which had 
been offenſive to me, and he owns that it is 
* more agreeable to Mr. Coward's inclination 
* fo receive, than it is either to his tempt! 
| he Of 


P REFA GE. 


« gr conſcience to give flattering titles.” go 
that we agree at laſt, and are of the ſame 
mind aſunder, tho we could not be ſo together. 

Thirdly, The dedication took notice of Mr. 
Coward's great ' deſigns for the ſupport f 


the di js, intereſt ; This was expreſs'd 
with ſo much pomp and ſo little guard, that 
others, as well as I, were of opinion it might 
be dangerous; this is now mention d with 
the caution that I advisd to, ſo that we ſee 
our friend is not inflexible as ſome imagin'd. 
And had he gruen me an opportunity of con- 
verſmg with him, there had been no need of 
parting : The moſt of what I diſliłd in the 
preface is gone, and I cannot but think it 
would have been taken for a ſuperfluity of 
naughtineſs. 

had always an abhorrence of complemen- 
tal writings, and wiſh that every dedicator 
would avoid it, thar the miniſtry be not 
blam d. Mr. Coward's character has been 
eſtabliſh'd time out of mind ; I have ever 
found the world agreed in their account of 
lis temper both at home and abroad ; his 
name is ſpread far and wide, among gentle- 
men, merchants, ſailors, and neighbours ; and 
tis impoſſible that any preface ſhould put man- 
kind upon a new way of thinking. For, 
whatever reaſons a writer may have to give 
praiſes, yet every reader believes gratis, with- 
out fear, favour, or affettion. | 


I would not have it ſaid of miniſters, that 


they either lord is over the poor, or fawn and 
kr creep 
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PREFACE. 


At that time a very long dedication and 
preface was brought us, not concerted by all 
the Miniſters, or the eldeft among em, but 
agreed npon by Mr. Coward and one of the 
youngeſt ; perhaps this is a liberty that My, 
Clarke and Mr. Reynolds would not have 
allow'd. However we were told that Mr. Co. 
ward approv'd of it, and would not conſent 
to any alterations. I made my objections 4. 
gainſt it with a freedom that every hone 
man will tale; and I muſt obſerve that the 
things I complain d of are much amended ; 
fo little did theſe people know of Mr. Co- 
ward's mind, or ſo little did he know of 
zt himſelf. | 

Firft, it's reduc'd from the prodigious quan: 
tity, and thoſe long winded ſentences that ! 
thought would be very ungrateful to a rea. 
der ; and the Author of the dedication owns 
as much himſelf, that © he had taken more 
« than his ſhare in the ſermons ; (and indeed 
one of his is longer than four of mine) and 
* therefore he will not, as he ſays, repeat tht 
« offence by attempting to excuſe it. 

Secondly, I really thought the Preface & 
bounded with thoſe great ſwelling words of 
vanity, that will draw the world into an 6 
pinion that we have men's perſons in admit. 
tion becauſe of advantage. And Imrft thank 
him for dropping ſo much of that which had 
been offenſrve to me, and he owns that it isn 
* more agreeable to Mr. Coward's inclination 
* to recerve, than it is either to his tempt! 

"I Of 
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« gr conſcience to give flattering titles.” So 
that we agree at laſt, and are of the ſame 
mind aſunder, tho we could not be ſo together. 

Thirdly, . T he dedication took notice of Mr. 
Coward's great deſigns for the ſupport of 
the diſſentmg intereſt ; This was expreſs 
with ſo much pomp and ſo little guard, that 
others, as well as I, were of opinion it might 
be dangerous ; this is now mention'd with 
the caution that I advisd to, ſo that we ſee 
our friend is not inflexible as ſome imagin'd. 
And had he given me an opportunity of con- 
verſmg with him, there had been no need of 
parting : The moſt of what I diſlik'd in the 
preface is gone, and I cannot but think it 
world have been taken for a ſuperfluity of 
naughtineſs. 

had always an abhorrence of complemens- 

tal writings, and wiſh that every dedicator 
would avoid it, that the miniſtry be not 
blam'd. Mr. Coward's character has been 
eſtabliſh'd time out of mind, I have ever 
found the world agreed in their account of 
lis temper both at home and abroad, his 
name is ſpread far and wide, among gentle- 
men, merchants, ſailors, and neighbours ; and 
tis impoſſible that any preface ſhould put man- 
kind upon a new way of thinking. For, 
whatever reaſons a writer may have to give 
praiſes, yet every reader believes gratis, with- 
out fear, favour, or affettion. 

I world not have it ſaid of miniſters, that 
they either lord is over the poor, or fawn and 
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creep to the rich ; 'tis the way to have the 
world take us for a mercenary tribe ; they 
are inclinable enough to do it already, and 
we ſhould cut off occaſion from thoſe that 
deſire it. The goodneſs of God has never 
fuffer'd me to be guilty of any paſſive obedi- 
ence to the ff of men, tho I have had 
greater temptations to it than ever Mr. Co- 
ward could give me. For I can no more 
ſneak to a wealthy humouriſt, than I can vor- 
ſhip a golden-calf. 
What awful ſayings have we in the Bible? 
Job xxxii. 21, 22. Let me not accept any 
man's perſon, neither let me give flattering 
titles o man ; for I know not to give flat- 
tering titles, in ſo doing my Maker would 
ſoon take me away. And as it is with the 
peril of my life tis with no leſs to his foul ; 
for Pro. xxix. 5. He that flatiers his neigh- 
bour ſpreads a net for his feet. And 'tisthe 


Pro, xxiv. Way 70 bring 4 popular indignation upon our 


ſelves ; for he that ſays to the wicked thou 
art righreous, him ſhall the people curſe, na- 
tions will abhor him, but to them that re- 
buke him ſhall be a delight, and a good bleſ- 
ſmg ſhall come upon them. Nay, it will ra. 
ther provoke an ingenuous ſoul than pleaſe 
him ; for he that rebukes a man ſhall after- 
wards find more favour than he that flatters 
with the tongue. 

The book of God gives us no examples of 
partiality and hypocriſy. We there meet 
with the ſpots of his own children; nor did 
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PREFACE 
the Holy Spirit think he expos'd religion by 
bringing into the ſtory of David, Solomon, 
Peter, and Thomas the blemiſhes of their 
lives ; and much leſs has He cover'd the ini- 
quities of thoſe who were pettiſh and ſurly, 
merely becauſe they were rich. For proud 
and haughty ſcorner is his name who deals 
in proud wrath. 

Nabal had a feaſt like the feaſt of a king 
once a year, which he prepar d for his ſheep- 
ſhearers ; he might have ſome in pay to flat- 
ter him, and call an excreſcence of humour by 
the name of generolity : And if the Levites 
were then partial in the law, was an eaſy 
matter to get a number of them ; for a prin- 
(ple of covetonſneſs makes them no better than 
ſheep-ſhearers, - they eat the fat and clothe Ezck. . 
themſelves with the wooll ; but all theſe de- 3 
vices are no ſhelter to the man's true character, 
that he was churliſh and evil in all his do- 1. Sun, 
ings; the ſervants under his roof could ſay, © 
our maſter is ſuch a ſon of Belial, that a man 
cannot (peak to him; ay, his very wife, 
who knew it by the worſt of all arguments, 
ſays no better of him; and as his name would 
bear what we call a pun, {he gives it in a 
ſerious manner, let not my lord regard this 
man of Belial, even Nabal ; for as his name 
* ſo is he, Nabal is his name, and folly is wich 

um, | 

What an honour would it put upon the Goſ- 
pel, if cue, who preach it appear d before all 
the world to have renounced the hidden things 2 Cor. ir. 
| b 2 | of * 
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PREFACE. 
of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, but 
had learn d to reprove and rebuke as well as ex- 


| Ig, xxxii. Hoyt with all authority? Then will the vile 


5. 


perſon no more be calld liberal, nor the charl 


ſaid to be bountiful. For we know it is 


1 Cor. xiii, Poſſeble that a man may give all his goods tg 


F. 6. 


feed the poor and not have charity ; and it's 


certain, if he is eaſily provok'd, ſoon puffed 
up, if he behaves unſcemly, if he vaunts 


and envies, there's no more charity in his adti- 


ons than there is gold in a counter, or fire in 
a glow-worm : He makes a noiſe, hut tis only 
that of a ſounding- braſs and a tinkling cymbal, 

But I muſt return to my narrative. [wrote 
to Mr. Coward, and deſir d an hour of his 


company with a very worthy gentleman, or 


any that he pleas d to _ with him. ] gave 
him indeed a reaſon why I thonght we might 


have our converſation freer without Miniſters 


which I ſhall not repeat. In anſwer to this, 
Thad a letter from him, wherein © he blames 
* me for retarding the preſs,” and add,, 
* that if I don't immediately ſend away my 
* ſermons to the Bookſeller, he will take other 
* meaſures.” This came by the poſt on Satur- 
day evening; and before I could give him 
any reply, I had another by his * on 
Monday morning, wherein he tells me, that 
* he had conſider'd the matter, and ſent this 
* fo diſcharge me from his lecture, and would 
„ chooſe another more agreable to him, at 
* the ſame time adding, that he was now 
* very ill, and he hop d if he finiſÞ'd his wm 

. | cc wit | 
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« with joy to meet me in glory. That he knew 
« how to make a will as well as I could make 
A ſermon ; and that in his Lecture he would 
« neither be directed by me nor any body elſe.” 
This laſt reſolution I ſee he is cur'd of, and 
I know he will not think it worth keeping, 
when he remembers how heavily the Bib 
has loaded it, Prov. xxviii. 6. Better is the 
poor that walks in his uprightneſs, than he 
that is perverſe in his ways, tho' hebe rich; 
nor will any greatneſs in life be an excuſe to 
ſuch a temper, for Eccleſ. iv. 13. Better is 
4 poor and wiſe child, than an old and fool- 
iſh king, who. will no more be admoniſh'd. 
However upon the receipt of his letter I im- 
mediately return'd him the following anſwer, 


SIR, Feb. 10, 1728-9. 


I HA D your letter on Saturday, and — 
I was amaz'd at your charging me with 
hindering the preſs ; when you knew thar 
the greatneſs of the ſubje& led me into a 
length that I could not help; and if you 
could have prevail'd on any other Miniſter to 
have taken that text, their thoughts might 
have been brought into a narrower compals ; 
but after they had refus'd ir, your importu- 
nity prevail'd on me to conlider it. I had a 
great deal of trouble in the ſtudying part, 
and did not think I ſhould have been thus 
us'd, after ſo much pains to oblige you: Bur, 
| ſee, pon what terms a Miniſter - of the 
Goſpel is to have your fayour, and am con- 

vinc'd 


Aly PRE FA Or E. 
vinc'd that the apoſtle, who never usd any 
flattering words nor a cloak of covetouſmeſs, 
had been in danger of loſing it. nj 

It was at your delire ſeveral years ago that - 
I neglected to anſwer a fooliſh and villainous 0 
mphler call d An Appeal, &c. Purely to o- 

lige you, I wav d a vindication of mylelf, 
that would have been ſo eaſy. It was your 
own act to drop me at the ſetting up of your 
Lecture; it was your carneſt ſollicitation that 
made me come into it upon a vacancy; its 
now your arbitrary will to furn me out, for 
II I know, not what. " 

1 never refus d to print my ſermons, but 
wanted to have the deſign caſt into ſuch a 
form as might be moſt for your honour, and 
the edification of the readers. I ſhould 
have ofter'd you my thoughts with the great- 
Eſt freedom, and did not doubt to convinee 
you, that the whole affair might be put into 
a better way: Bur you're pleas d ro anſwer 
the matter before you hear it, and. ſuffer 
yourſelf to be impos d on, and me to be 
abus'd, by ſome Tale-bearer or other. For 

what you mean by ſaying, that you know 
how to make a will as well as I do a ſermon, 

I cannot imagine; for the inſinuation that 
the advice of a lawyer would do well, was 

not firſt from me, but another. | 

However, I take your diſcharge, andi 
you are ſo near your great change, ſhould 
be glad to hear that your temper is a lictle 
better. Tis bad enough co live in a ſtorm, 
8 | but 


See Prov. 
xviii. 13. 


( 


FREFACE 

but tis dreadful to die in one; and all the 
fulſom dedications in the world will give no 

ce to your conſcience, and not much re- 
putation to your memory. I don't envy 
you the ſatisfaction you muſt have in your 
Lecture, that your firſ# action in it was 
to leave me out, and your laſt to turn me out. 

Two of my ſermons you heard, and told 
me you Was in heaven all the while : Theſe 
are writ out, and ready for the preſs ; the 
other two are now preach'd, and I deter- 
mine, as ſoon as your book is out, to print 
em all, and in a pretty large preface to let 
the world know how you have us'd me. 
Till that time comes I ſhall have no concern 
about you, If you expect from me a flat- 
tety to all your actions, and a blind obedi- 
ence to all your orders, I dare not upon any 
proſpects enter into ſuch meaſures ; for : 
[ ſeek to pleaſe men, I cannot be the ſervant 
of Chriſt. Had I met you, there would 
haye been no occaſion for your letters to me, 
and ſuch an one as this to you, from 


Tour faithful friend and ſervant, 
T. B. 


As to the deſign of preaching up Chriſt, 

[ greatly 4 * could wiſh that the 
author of the Dedication had usd a ſofter 
word than to call Mr. Coward's project a 
REVIVAL of that work. Bleſſed be God, 
our pulpits are not ſilent upon this head, as 
the very reprogch of men can bear witneſs : 
| a 


EHT QE 


| a perſon who has been a preacher among ug 
1 was pleas d to give me this character, that ] 
| am always ſcolding for Chriſt Jeſus. Mor 
have our Miniſters been wanting to print 

very lately upon this ſubject: Mr. Hurrion' 

two volumes contain ſermons that are no way 

inferior to any produce of this new Lecturt. 
There's a turn of argument, a clearneſs of 
method, a defence of truth, an impartial refu- 

tation of errors, and a ſtrength of language 
anſwerable to the dignity of the ſubject. Mr, 

Sladen has alſo publiſh'd a collection of ſer- 

mons to the ſame purpoſe; and that none may 

think it was a matter totally wav d, till the 

opening of this Lecture, Ill take the liberty 

to mention in the catalogue of books upon the 

glorious perſon of Chriſt, two large oftavo's 

of mine own call d the Myſtery of godlinels, 

So that this is only a revrual of what was 

never dead. 

Tis an old and miſty reflection upon theſe 

that love the truth, that they are enemies t 
practical holirteſs ; but let us all agree to guard 

againſt it, and live down the contradiction of 

Gal fl. 19, Iinners. For if whilſt we ſeek to be juſtihed 
by Chriſt we ourſelves ſhould be found ſit- 

Col. i. 28. ners, is Chriſt therefore the Miniſter of tin? 
God forbid. For this purpoſe as we preach 
Chriſt, it is to be by warning every man; 
putting them in mind that they ſpeak evil of no 
man, be no BRAWLERSõ, but gentle, ſhewing 
all meekneſs to all men; ſuch abomination; Wt ' 
as theſe will make both our names and his g "7 

| 


Tit. iii. 2. 


„ xvii 


le odious. Tell husbands to love their Col. iti 
| wives, and not be bitter againſt em. Call“ 
don em as our Lord himſelf does, to be 
meck and lowly in heart ; for a noiſy pro- 
tr is an empty one, a church drum; and 

he that troubles his own houſe only inhe- 
i the wind. | 
f Let us never ſhut our months, or excuſe 
. in a bene factor, what we ſhould condemn in 
et Wl «franger. Tis unminiſterial to carry a re- 
„ ſolution directly in the face of what the 
Bille has preſs'd upon us, to boaſt of our PHH. x. 2, 
heart's deſire, and bleſs the covetous whom 
the Lord abhors. Our bluſtring friends 
ought to know that if any man ſeem to be re- 


of perſons is not good, becauſe for a piece 21. 
of bread that man will tranſpreſs. Nor 
is it humility that makes a ſneaking preach- 
er; flattering lips and the mouth that ſpeaks 


to proud things may go together. To cruſh pr - 
rd Wl the poor, and humour the rich, are extremes; © 
of Wl * ſuch a diſtance, that in ſo wide a gap 

cd Wl ſouls are loſt by wholeſale. 


[ obſerve in the Dedication, that “ Mr. 
© Coward's higheſt ambition is to approve 
* himſelf a friend of Chriſt and his mini- 
* ſters.” A friend of Chriſt is a daring 
Phraſe, for what receives he at our hand? 
His friendſhip to miniſters they may be al- 
lord to ſpeak of who have found it, but 1 
em not of that number. I never apply d to 
C : him 
; * 
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lgious and bridles not his tongue, that Jam. i. 26. 
man's religion is in vain. To have reſpect Pro.xxviii. 
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xvi PREFACE 
4 perſon who has been a preacher among ug 
was pleas d to give me this character, that] 

am always ſcolding for Chriſt Jeſus. Nor 

have our Miniſters been wanting to print 

very lately upon this ſubjett : Mr. Hurrion's 
two volumes contain ſermons that are noway 
inferior to any produce of this new Left 
There's a turn of argument, a clearne of 
method, a defence of truth, an impartial refu. 
tation of errors, and a ſtrength of 4 a 
anſwerable to the dignity of the ubject. 
Sladen has alſo publiſh'd a co leftion of 0 V fo. 
mons to the 2 purpoſe; and that none may 
think it was a matter totally wav'd, till the 
opening of this Lecture, Ill tale the liberty 
to mention in the catalogue of books upon the 
glorious perſon of Chriſt, two large ottavs's 
of mine own call d the Myſtery of godlinef, 
So that this is only a revival of what Was 

never dead. 

'Tis an old and muſty reflection upon thi e 
that love the truth, that they are enemies 10 p 
practical holimes ; but let us all agree to guard fl : 
againſt it, an live down the contradiclion F. 
ſinners. Tor if whilſt we ſeek to be juſtified Ml / 
by Chriſt we ourſelves ſhould be found n-. 
Col. i. 28. ners, is Chriſt therefore the Miniſter of ſin? “ 

8 God forbid. Fos this purpoſe as we preach Wl © 

Tit. i. 2. Chriſt, it is to be by warning every man; il © 
putting them in mind that they (peak evil of no Wl 7 
man, be no BxawLERs, but gentle, ſhewing Ml / 
all meekneſs to all men ; ſuch abomination ! 
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| ſouls are loſt by wholeſale. 


FREFFACE Xvii 


le odious. Tell husbands to love their Col. iii. 
wives, and not be bitter againſt em. Call-“ 

10% em as our Lord himſelf docs, to be 

meek and lowly in heart; for a noiſy pro- 

or is an empty one, a church: drum; and 

he that troubles his own houſe only inhe- 

rits the wind. 

Let us never ſhut our mouths, or excuſe 

in a benefatFor, what we ſhould condemn in 

a ſtranger. Tis unminiſterial to carry a re- 
ſolution directly in the face of what the 
Bible has preſs'd upon us, to boaſt of our Pal. x 2, 
heart's deſire, and bleſs the covetous whom 
the Lord abhors. Our bluſtrins friends 
ought to know that if any man ſeem to be re- 
lgious and bridles not his tongue, that Jam. i. 26. 
man's religion is in vain. To have reſpect Pro.xxviii. 
of perſons is not good, becauſe for a piece 21. 
of bread that man will tranſereſs. Nor 
is it humility that makes a ſneaking preach- 
er; flattering lips and the mouth that ſpeaks 
proud things may go together. To cruſh pe vii. 
the poor, and humour the rich, are extremes ;. 
at ſuch a diſtance, that in ſo wide a gap 


1 obſerve in the Dedication, that * Mr. 
* Coward's higheſt ambition is to approve 
© himſelf a friend of Chriſt and his mini- 
* ſters.” A friend of Chriſt is a daring 
phraſe, for what receives he at our hand? 
His friendſhip to miniſters they may be al- 
low d to ſpeak of who have found it, but 1 
am not of that number. I never apply'd to 
C Y him 
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PREFACE. 

him but once, and that for an affair that 
would have been of as publick a ſervice 10 
the intereſt of religion as any that he has 
contriv'd ; and tho we were happy in the 
generoſity of others, yet we are no way 0- 
blig'd to his. | | 

There's an inſinuation in the Preface as 
if ſome body had calld him a DiQator ; J 
don't remember that ever I ſaidſb; if I 
did, it was very improper; becauſe ſuch 
an one us d to be inveſted by the people with 
an abſolute authority, which I hope he ne. 
ver will be. F any one thinks tis his incli. 
nation, or that he has acted in this Lecture 
as if hebelieved himſelf to be ſo, there may 
be room enough for the charge. For he was 
going to pack off another miniſter before he 
fell to work with me; and tho I heard 
the ſermons very much commended by one 
of the ſix which were preach'd upon this 
occaſion, yet they were blown away by the 
ſtorm of the patron ; and two that had been 
preach'd ſome years ago commanded into the 
book ; and therefore the reader will obſerve, 
that tho' notice is taken both of the time 
and place in all the reſt of the ſermons, 
yet there are two without any chronological 
or topographical notes upon em. Had bt 
aS'd me ſo, quittmg the Lecture ſhould have 
been my own act. And therefore tho the 
Dedication ſpeaks of the honour that mi 
niſters have who are employ'd there, for m 
part I take it for no more honour to be re- 
cciy'd in than it is tobe turn'd out. Af 


PREFACE. xix 
After I have been the occaſion of deli- 
vering the world from one long Preface, I 
ſhall be the ſooner pardon'd for giving 'em 
0 auot her. Theſe ſermons I offer to no pa- 
. tron; If they agree to the analogy of faith, 
and the good old ways of ſpeaking, I com- 
T mit em to his protection whoſe cauſe they 
1 WW plead; and if they are a means of rolling a- 


© GO * 


I Wl way any reproach from his name, I ſhall be 
h the eaſier under the load that lies upon mine. 
5 Wl 7 have been oblig'd to ſay ſome things over 

again to keep the argument in one view. 


I adore the good hand of Providence, that 
after great and ſore troubles, has own'dand 
enlarg d me on every fide; and in many 
caſes, made thoſe a hiſſing who have taken 


be pains to make me ſo. I ſee he can eaſily 
rd Wl command a bleſſing upon the top of the head 


of him who is ſeparated from his brethren. 


ERRATUM. 
Page 1. Marg. for 1729. read 1728. 
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Who being the brightneſs of glory, and the 
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expreſs image of his perſon or ſubſtance. 
S this epiſtle was writ to the believ- Noventer 
ing Hebrews, ſo the matters con-. 172 


A tain'd in it are ſuited to their way 
of thinking. They had engroſs'd for a 
long time the name of God's peculiar peo- Pc. exxxv. 
ple; he dealt with them, as he did not with 2 
any other nation. The advantage of tgjge 
Jeu, and the profit of circumciſion, was Rom. il. 1 
much every way, chiefly becauſe o them 
were comtnitted the oracles of God. 

The works of nature and providence 
were to be ſeen every where; but the 
whole commerce of revelation was confin d 
to the inheritance of Jacob. They alone Ad, iii. 
had the prophets, thoſe holy men of God, WOE. 
who ſpake as they were mov'd by che Holy * 
Ghoſt ; them only he had known, of all the Amos ii. 
families of the earth; he plied them with . 
arguments of another kind, from what he 


gaye to the reſt of the world, miracles, Deut. iv. 
B y ſigns 34+ 
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Jer. xvii. 
12. 


Heb. ix. 1. 


Ver. 2, 35 
4. 5, 6. 


Rom. ili. 
17. 


9. 


Jzsus CHRIST 

ſigns and wonders, a mighty hand, and an 
outſtretch d arm. They had a Sanctuar), 
a glorious high throne from the beginning: 

and in that ordinances of divine ſervice. 
To them alone pertain'd the privileges of 
holy places, things and times. There was 
the tabernacle, in the firſt, or outward part, 
of which was a candleſtick, the table and 
ſhew-bread, as a token that the great God 
kept houſe among them; and after the 
ſecond veil, the holieſs of all, the inner 
chamber of the great King; where was the 
golden cenſer, which ſignified the pleaſure that 
he took in his people; the ark of #he cove- 
nant overlaid round about with gold, the 
ſymbol of a God manifeſt in the fleſh, ful 
of grace and truth; the golden pot. that 
had manna, the memorial. of his care over 
them; Aaron's rod that budded, which de. 
termin'd the dignity of the prieſthood; 
and the tables of the covenant made with 
their fathers, when they came out of Eg 
and over it the cherubims of glory ſhadoy- 
ing the mercy ſcat, a figure of the devotion 
and pleaſure with which the angels do Wl | 
ways look upon the myſtery of godlinels, Ml { 
Theſe things were only among the Fews; Ml 
a wiſdom hid from the Gentiles, who knew « 
not the way of peace. And as this dignii h 
had continued upon them in a lineal de ; 
ſcent, for ſeveral ages, ſo they would grie : 
to ſee it ſunk in Chriſtianity. Since JewMl | 


Pſ. bir. came into the world, they had no moi 


, ſigns 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 


ſigns, or any n among them; the 
name of Iſrael was going out of remem- 
brance. 

Whereas the apoſtle tells them, that the 
diſpenſation we are now under did both 
explain and conſummate all that had been 
before : this was finiſhing the work in righ- 
teouſneſs. God had at ſundry times, or Heb. i. 1, 
TAupeens, in ſeveral parcels, here a little 1a. xxvii. 
and there a little; and aeAv]eoras in divers 13. 
manners, in a multitude of forms and repre- 
ſentations, ſpoke unto our fathers by the 
prophets : they had the knowledge of his 
mind, and the manifeſtation of his Glory in 
certain leſſer portions : but now, in theſe laſt 
days, he has thrown it out all at once. We 
ſee the whole extent of revelation all toge- 
ther in its full quantity, and its beſt manner. 

He ſpake to the fathers by the prophets ; 
they were many, and every one of them 
had ſomething peculiar to himſelf; they roſe 
up and died off in their order; the prophets Zech. i. ;. 
did not live for ever. But he never had any 
more than one Son; and therefore, when he 
pake to us by him, as he had no greater to 
lend, he had no more to ſay. No man has 


Jon, who is in the boſom of the Father, he 
has declar'd him: and after what he ſaid 
in perſon, and made known by his Spirit, 
the ſayings are finifh'd, the book is ſeabd 
up, and all reyclation is now at an end. 
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ſeen God at any time, but the only begotten john i. 18; 


* N 


0 - a 4 . 
* . : * * * ES 

— — * — — — N 0 

| ; | ; = 1 22 — 
—— OO 2 1 0 \ 4 3 i 8 

4 F s . = 
F 6 — by - = * * — . - — > 
. 4 l "2 T7 „ « * , f 
* 4 = 1 2 = 4 2 p 3 9 n — 


«© c 
—_ 
LET 2 
* 
* * I 
= » v 


_—_— 
G » 


SIE”, ee 


- . — ph FP 
* Ld „ = 


. 
— _ — a - 


4 


Acts xiii. 


36. 


Jer. xxxi. 


5 vili. 
11. 
John vi. 


45- 


Gen. iii. 


15. 


Acts iii. 
25. 


Acts xv. 


10. 


JEsus CRHRIS 

Every prophet ſerv'd his own generatun,  ; 
according to the will of God, and ſtill leſt fe 
the matrer incomplete; there was more be. 
hind for rhoſe that came after. But now, 
there is no need to ſay every man to his 
neighbour, and every one to his brother 
what has the Lord anſwered, or what hx of 
he Lord ſpoken: they are all taught o 
God. 

In the times of the prophets, the light of 
truth was like that of the morning, it ſpread 
and grew, till at laſt it came to a perfel 
day. The Sun of righteouſneſs began to 
rile in the promiſe made to Adam, and in 
cvery generation he was getting higher; he 
ſhone upon them ſideways, but when he 
came into our world himſelf, he was then 
at full height, and ſtruck down his beam 
in a direct line. The 7ews were the chi. 
dren of the prophets, and of the covenant 
God made with Abraham, and it is all com- 
pleated in this, that unto them firſt God 
ſent his Son Jeſus. 

This argument he purſues quite thro” the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews, in which he give 
them a right view of all the ceremonial WM 
pomp that is now aboliſh'd., He conſider Ml | 
the Chriſtian religion in its relation to the 
Jewiſh, theſe four ways: 

1. Thar what they had been us'd to, wa 
expenſive and toilſome, 4 yoke of bondage, 
which neither they nor their fathers were 


Gal. v. 1. able to bear. But now they had a liberty, 


I . iſ 
SA 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 


in which Chriſt himſelf had made them 

free, Here's a diſpenſation, without any 

terrible fights, or hideous greatneſs : They Heb. xii. 
are not come to a mountain of blackneſs and s. 
darkneſs and tempeſt ; but have boldneſs to Chap. x. 
enter into the holzeſt of all, chro' the blood. 

of Jeſus. 

2. That it was incomplete; the law made Heb. vii. 
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of 49 
better hope did, by which we now draw 
nigh to God. 


good things to come, and not the very ſub- 2 
ſtance of the things themſelves: and tho this 
gave it a dignity for ſeveral ages; yet it muſt 
in its own nature wear out: for the Glory, of 
which it was both a figure and a pledge, 
would come firſt to anſwer it, and then to 


ſter of the true tabernacle and ſanftuary © 
which the Lord pitched, and not man; an 
high prieſt that is not enter d into the holy 
places made with hands, which was the 
figure of the true, but into heaven it ſelf. Chap. x. 
4. All theſe diſtinctions between the law *+ 
and the goſpel, are aſſur d, contain d and 
accompliſh'd in the difference of perſons, by 
whom God ſpake to the people. Whilſt he 
taught them by a ſucceſſion of prophets, 
thoſe occaſional lights were very well ſuited 
to a ceremonial worſhip ; but when He came, 
to whom the prophets were heralds, and the 
deyotion of the temple a figure, then all 
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3. That it was all typical; the ſhadow of Heb. x. 1. 
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remove it. So that now we have a mini- Heb. vii 
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warnings were over, and all repreſenrations 
ſwallow'd up. Chriſt is come an hiph. 
prieſt of good things to come, by a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, that is to fay, 
not of this building. He ſhews thetn that 
this laſt meſſenger exceeds all others theſe 
two Ways; 
Firſt, In the completeneſs of his obedience, 
... he was faithful to him that appointed him, 
1 2 bad bern, but in a * 2 compals of 
duty; and, 
Secondly, In the dignity of his perſon, 
he runs the compariſon berween him and 
Ver. 5, 6. Moſes; the one was only a ſervant, the o- 
4 ther a don; the one was in the houſe, he did 
0 not pretend to be lord and tnaſter ; the other 
4 is over his own houſe. And tho' the Jew 
WW truſted in Moſes, and took him, as they 
16 well might, for the higheſt prophet that 
ever liv d, yet they ought to receive Chtiſt 
as ſuperior to him, becauſe he had a pre- 
ference to the very angels. 
If you do not carry this in your views 
quite chro? the epiſtle, that God was now 
ſpeaking ro them #7 perſon, you'll loſe the 
force of his argument. It all turns 
this; that He who now ſpeaks to us the 
great ſalvation, is not 4 mere man, as Moſt: 
and the prophets were; nay, he is not (0 
low as the angels, thatis, he does not come 
within the roll of creatures, but is the 3m 
of the living God. | 
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the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 


As an introduction to what he did, he be- 
ins a diſcourſe with telling us what he is. 
The heir of all things, the whole creation is 
his own: From him it receiv'd a being; he 
made the worlds; and to him it pays a con- 
tinual revenue, as he now fits at the right 
hand of the Majeſty on high. There are ſeve- 
ral things affirm d of him, which no crea» 
ture can be equal to, not the angels them - 
ſelyves. y | 
it. The title that God has given him, of 
being head and proprietor of the univerſe. 
Angels have their ſhare of dignity, bur he 
is the heir of all things. 

24ly. Here's a record of what he did 
antecedent to his incarnation; he made 
the worlds. Tis faid indeed that God did 
it by him, not as an inſtrument, or a lower 
workman, he had no ſuch perſon with him, 


as he tells us plainly, I ſtretch'd forth the 16. wiv. 
heavens alone, and ſpread abroad the earth 24. 


by myſelf ; but as One, the ſame in nature, 
power, deſign, and operation. 


zdly. There's an account of what he 


does in providence ; upholding all things 


by the word of his power. The Father 1 5. 


works hitherto, and he works. 
3 His 10 e obedience as a Me- 
ator ; by himſelf he purg d away onr ſins. 
5thly. Tis all clos'd with a report of the 
perfection, reward, and government into 


which he is gone; he ſat down at. the right 
hand 
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John i. 1. 


JIzsus CHRIST 
hand of the Majeſty on high. None of the 
things were ever ſaid of the angels. 

ow, all theſe lines are drawn from one 
central character; and if you read them 
backwards, they touch and meet in a per. 
ſonal dignity. His creating, upholding, and 
judging the world, his redemption, of the 
church, his glory in heaven, are all con. 
tain'd in what we are told of himſelf. He 
is the brightneſs of glory, and the expreſ 
image of the Father's perſon, or nature, 
Without this, he could never have done 
what he did as Creator, what he does x 
Preſerver, and what he will do as Judge. 
This gives a merit to his croſs, and a value 
to his throne. So that theſe words tell 
us what Chriſt is, antecedent to all his low. 
er relations, and independent on 'em. That 
he is eternally one with the Father, eſſen. 
tially equal to him ; the ſame in nature, a- 
like in glory, and yer diſtin& in perſon, 
This text is parallel to another in all its 
branches, that in the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 
I ſhall proceed upon this great ſubject in 
the moſt eaſy method. | | 
1. Give you ſome account of what is here 
ſaid about Deity under the two names of 
glory and perſon, or rather ſubſtance. 
2. Enquire into the character we have 
of Chriſt, with relation to both theſe di- 
vine 


0 
« 


the brighineſs of Glory, &c. 
vine titles; he is the brightneſs of glory, 
and the expreſs image of ſubſtance. 

And before I enter upon either of theſe, 


ſuffer me to premiſe a few particulars. 


1. That we muſt own theſe things are 
aid by way of alluſion. The images of the 
viſible God are taken from what we eſteem Col. i. 
and admire : And the reaſon is plain, be- = 
cauſe he dwells in a perfection that no, Tim. 
man has ſeen or can ſee; ſurrounded, guard- vi. 16. 
ed, conceal'd, and ador'd in his own light: 
He is calld by a name that ſounds higheſt 
in the creation, and that is Glory. And 
therefore, 

2. We ought to lay a charge upon our 
own imaginations, and not ſuffer a rambling 
fancy to make the moſt that it can of a ſi- 


| militude ; ſuch accounts as theſe muſt be 


confider'd with reverence and a godly fear. Heb. xii. 
Our caſe is very much the fame with that 28. 

of Moſes, when the Lord firſt appear'd to 2 
him in a flame of fire, out of the midſt of E. ii. 
the buſh. We are apt to ſay as he did, I” 

will turn aſide, and ſee this great light; 

What means the brightneſs of glory, the abe, 
impreſſion of eſſence? And we may expect . 
the caution given to him, draw not nigh 

bither ; know thy diſtance from a ſubje& 

lo much above thee. And I am ſure there 

Is room enough for us to act as he did; he 

bid his face, and was afraid 10 look upon 

God, By too great a liberty of ranging up- 

on the divine nature, the heathen became ,, . 
C vain 21. 2 
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vain in their imaginations, and their fooliſh 
heart was darken'd. 

3. As ſimilitudes ay fall ſhort of the thing 
they relate to, ſo here they miſt We 
don't expect that a reſemblance ſhould al. 
ways equal the ſubject, but in the divine 
nature it can neuer do it. All the words 
that God himſelf has given us to expres 
his perfection, his empire, his eternity, and 
independence leave us infinitely below the 
Job xi. 7, things themſelves. We cannot by ſearch- 
8. ing find out God; we cannot find out the 
Almighty unto perfection: Ir's higher than 
heaven; no doubt of ir, for the heavens 
are the work of his hands, and he that 
Hcb. i 10. builds the houſe has more honour than the 
iii. 3, houſe itſelf. 

This is their temper in the other 
world, as appears by the little we know of 
the inhabitants there. They cover their 
Ia. vi. 2. faces, they ſhut their eyes, they fall down 

with duty and wonder. Thoſe wile intel. 
lectual flames, that ever ſhine about the 
throne, are ſo far beneath him in wiſdom, 
Job iv.18. that the angels he charges with folly : And 
Rev. xxl. the place itſelf, where nothing enters that 
ib xv. defiles, is not like him in holineſs, the hea- 
8. vens are not pure in his fight. So that he 
will be incomprehenſible: And are we to 
talk of clear and diſtintt ideas here below, 
who muſt be loſt in the ſweet mazes of 
Job vii light and glory above? No, tis not. for us, 
9. Who know nothing, to pretend à know- 
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the brighmefs of Glory, &c. Ir 


ledge of him who is every thing. After all _ 
our ſearches into the myſtery of God, and © ii. . 
of the Father, and of Chriſt, we may ſay, Jobxxxvi. 
touching the Almighty, we cannot find him "ob 
our, he is excellent in power and judgment. 

4. We ought in this life to feel and con- 
ſeſs our inequality to theſe matters. We are 
not ſufficient for any thing as of our ſelves, 2 Cor. iii. 
and much leſs to ſpeak of the moſt high 5: 
God. For my part, I'm quite confounded 
in things too high for me ; and eſpecially in 
ſuch a text as this there are wnſearchable x. ii.. 
riches of Chriſt ; bur nevertheleſs tis what 
we are calld to preach, to make all men ſee, 
not what is the compaſs, but the fellowſhip 
of the myſtery, that is hid in God. And 
it I may but receive and impart any aſſiſtance 
to our common faith, I ſhall be content to 
leave the matter unexplain'd ; and own that 
ſuch knowledge is too high for me, it is Phil. 
wonderful, and I cannot attain unto it, X. 6. 
However, 

5. What God has ſaid of himſelf is by 
way of relief to our weakneſs ; and there- 
fore we ſhould come to ſuch a text as the 
women left the ſepulchre, with fear and Matt. 
great joy. Tis juſt like the ark's being i. s. 
brought to Bethſhemeth ; they were glad to 
lee it; it was the pledge of a Divine Pre- 
lence with em; but oh! what a [weep of 


vengeance was there upon thoſe who broke 


| Sam. vi. 
** gare . 18am. v 


19. 


C 2 5 "Fs 


* . x - 1 <a - 2 
r 
ON 


1 
waa — > - Sha oe 2 
— — 8 2 


. — T. 
— aw — —UP— — — — —— 
* r 


— g 
& 4 1 2 — 
x -w — 


88 e 233 


* 1 Sh 
CTY r 
4 N 


— a... EC .\ 
= v5 - 


8 8 ch 
- 7 2908 4 
—— . 


13 


+ 


: py * WIRES 
* 


6 2 \ 
oe 
—— — 


" "PIT N 
o 8 » 4 -- - - 
BLESSED 

de oo a 


-4-2 21 —_—_ SF , ** 
* * — ng —— 
4 67 „ * ** 


+ 


rue 


CI 8 


- 
* — 
— G * 1 m, 22 N 
je * e - | - * N p 
* 5 FP" 6 a 
" x» T $4 -—S +. "—_— r 
— — 1 
— = >— * * 2 * 
" * 


2 Tim. il. 
23 


15 "© 
22S . 
* 

gf 4 


IJzsus Curisr 

We are to love it at a diſtance, to think 
with caution, and enquire with trembling, 
There are fooliſh and unlearn'd queſtions 
that ought to be avoided: I take thoſe to be 
fooliſh ones that ariſe out of the froth of 
pride, from vain man who would be wiſe; 
and thoſe unlearned ones, that never can be 
learnt, but muſt always evaporate into ſup- 


_ poſitions and may be's. 


The account given us of Chriſt in thee 
words, is with a proportion toall the mighty 
things that arc ſaid to be done by him; that 
is, he is one with the Father in nature, e. 
qual to him in power and dignity, the bright. 
neſs of his glory, the expreſs image of his 
perſon or ſubſtance, ſo that here we haye 
rwo things before us, 


I. Thoſe notions under which we ought 
always to conceive of God, that he is a Be- 
ing of glory and ſubſtance. 


Il. The relation that Chriſt has to each 
of rheſe divine characters. He is the bright- 
neſs of this eternal, eſſential, uncreated glory, 
He is the expreſs image, the likeneſs, the 
proportion of this original, independent 
and everlaſting ſubſtance. | 
This appears to be the true ſenſe of the 
words, tho' they are deliver'd with ſuch 
a majeſty, to let us ſee, we ought to 
ſtudy Chriſt as we ought to ſerve him with 
reverence and a godly fear. I ſhall there 
fore endeavor to do theſe two things. |. 
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the brightneſs of Glory, &. 13 
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I. Give you the meaning and import of 
theſe great words: And, 
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II. Enquire what thoſe doctrines are that 
ariſe from chem, or ſeem tobe engray'd upon 
them. 
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As to the words themſelves, they contain, 
23 J have told you, theſe two things; an 
account of what we may call true and pro- 
per Deity, under the names of Glory and 
Subſtance; and the relation that Chriſt bears 
to them, or the intereſt that he has in them; $ 
he is the brightneſs of this Glory, and the 7 
expreſs image of this Subſtance. = 

1. Behold under what awful names he 1 
ſpeaks of the eternal Power and Godhead ; Rom. i. 11 5 
ught Wl tlicy are both of them well choſen, not only o. 3 
2 Be- to declare the Divine Nature, but the re- 9 

velation that he made of himſelf to the 5 

Jews. Sometimes he's call'd the Life, as 
each from him every creature has it; and here b 
161. ¶ we read of him under the title of Glory and 1 
lory. Wl Subſtance. 
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7). Whether you apply it here to the Di- 9 
the vine Nature it ſelf, or to the Perſon of the W 
fuch MW father, it comes to the ſame thing. There F 
it to ſeems ro be no neceſſity of reſtraining it, as 4 
with our tranſlation has done, by ſaying, Chriſt | 


here: is the brightneſs of his Glory; that's a ſup- 
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Neh. ix. 5 


9. 
Exod. xv 


11. 


pf lxxxix. Copies, they fall ſhort of the original: who 


6. 


C111. 20. 


above all bleſſing and praiſe, none is like 
Pl. Izxxvi. unto him among the gods, 2 in holi. 
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ply of our own making, for which we hay 
no warrant from the original. There ws 
read only of the Glory it (elf, without any 
reſtriction of it to the Father. But if the 
words are turn d in Engliſh, as they ſtand in 
Greek, we can make neither more nor le 
of them than this, that he is the high! 
of Glory. And therefore 'tis to be unde. 
ſtood of a nature, a being, to which theſe 
mighty names are given. Tho' the word i 
us'd in alower way, and beſtow'd upon crea. 
tures and their actions, yet here it is taken 
in a ſenſe above them, tranſcendent and pe- 
culiar, and certainly denotes the following 
particulars. 

1. That the Divine Nature is excellent 


neſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders, 
There are beauties that we (ee in the crea. 
tion about us, and thoſe that we imagine in 
the world above us; but as they are only 


in the heavens can be compared to the 
Lord? The angels excel in ſtrength, and 
ſtand in a higher rank, both for character 
and ſervice; but ſtill there's a Glory above 
them; they are veiFd before it, they ate 
unequal to it. 

Thus are we to conceive of the Divine 
Nature, as having in it the perfection of 
brightneſs, to which no creature either in 


heaven or earth can be ſet upon a level. 
C We 


GS 
is 


AX. 


. --- yc > e amp ef nas wo=»> am am ca- 


1 — _— — 


emen rr err 


in the word Glory, as it belongs to the moſt 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 15 
We find that God throws out his challenge 
all over the univerſe; to whom will you 16. v. *5- 


ken me, or to whom ſhall I be equal, faith 
the Holy One? This is one thing contain'd 


High. The name ſignifies, that he is the 
belt and moſt perfect Being, excellent in all Pf. vii. i. 
che earth, his glory is ſet above the hea- 

ens. 

2. The title intimates, that the Deity is 
incomprehenſible. O Lord my God, faith Pf. civ. 1, 
David, thou'rt very uu, thou art cloath- *: 
ed with Honour and Majeſty, thou cover- 
eſt thy ſelf with light, as with a gar- 
ment, His light is what none can ap- 
proach unto. We know whar light means; 
we have the word, we ſee the thing; but 
by that name, when it is given to God, 
there is ſomething deſign'd above all the 
reach of thought: we are loſt in the ſubject, 
and 3 up in wonder. His very | 
judgments are unſearchable, and his ways Ron. - 
paſt finding out; and what then muſt his 3. 
name be: 3 

3. God calls himſelf by the name of 
Glory, with regard to the manifeſtations that 
we haye of him. Every thing that he 
faith or does, is like himſelf. The very 
works of nature, which are the loweſt acts * 
of his greatneſs, Jo nevertheleſs proclaim "i 
their author. The heavens declare the glo- pg ix 9 
ty of the Lord, and the firmament ſhews i. 
his handy work. | 
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16 J=zsUus CHRIST 
This was a very proper title for the Cal 
Exod. v. 3. of the Hebrews, the people to whom the 
argument in my text is directed. To them 
he appear'd, and over them he preſided 
with a Majeſty that was known in no other 
place. There was ſomerhing peculiar in the 
| revelation that he made to them. He ap. 
Acts vii. 2. pear'd as the God of glory to Abraham in Me. 
ſopotamia; he fell upon his face when he 
talked with God. At mount Horeb he made 
Exod. iii.” known himſelf to Moſes in à flame of fire 
” from the midſt of the buſh; and afterwards, 
in the ſame place, the whole congregation 
Deut. iv. heard the Lord ſpeaking to them out of the 
33 midſt of fire : in their marches he was a pil 
Exod. xii. Iar of fire, to guide and guard them. When 
8925 they came into the promiſed land, and built 
2 Chron. him an houſe, he Glory of the Lord fill d it, 
v. 14. he made it viſibly the habitation of his bo. 
lineſs. 

| By all theſe manifeſtations, they were 
Jer. x. 10. convinc'd, not only that this was the true 
God, and the everlaſting King, but that he 
had a brightneſs above any other being, 
Nor does the diſpenſation of the New 
Teſtament abate or darken the perfection of 
him from whom we have it: ours is the 
| Tim.  £lorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God; what- 
11. ever we ſee of him either in nature ot 
grace, in heaven or earth, in law or go- 

ſpel, they are ſo many beams of Glory. 
4. He is called by this name, to tell us 


how he ought to be regarded by them that 


att 
@ 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 
are round about him. We are call'd to 
give him glor 9 ; the meaning is not, that he Pc. xcvi. 
receives ought at our hands. We do not 7: 8. 
bring it 70 him, but own it in him. His is Mat. vi. 
the kingdom, the power, and the Glory, 
ſor ever and ever; but he will have his crea- 
tures acknowledge this in the ſeveral orders 
of duty with reverence and pleaſure: he 
has a revenue from them all. In his tem- 
ple ſhall every one ſpeak of his Glory. Pl. xxix. 
This is one notion that we are to have of 7 
God. When the apoſtle writ thus to the He- 
brews, he does it in the ſtile of the diſpen- 
ation which they had been under; they could 
learn from his manner of acting towards 
them, that he was the fountain and per- 
fection and proprietor of all glory. 


II. Here is another word, by which he 
expreſſes the Divine Nature, vre5ao. We 
tranſlate it perſon; bur I ſhould think it ra- 
ther ſignifies ſubſtance, reality, being or ex- 
iſtence. Tis us'd no more than four times 
in the New Teſtament; and as a learned 
perſon thinks, with ſo much variety, that 
it will be of no advantage to us in fixing 
the ſent, ro compare the places with one 
another. | 

But I take leave to differ from that great 
author : the word, as far as I am able to 
judge, carries one ſtated meaning thro' 
them all, and always ſignifies what we call 
by the name of certainty, truth, or reality, 
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in oppoſition to ſhadow, conjecture, or im; 
gination. If it's applied to thoughts and 
opinions, they are ſuch as we receive with 
the greateſt aſſurance: and therefore, if it by 
is affirm'd of things or perſons, it muſt carry Wl N. 
a proportion of ſenſe, and denote what is Wl ce. 
real and ſubſtantial. ha 
Thus the apoſtle [ 2 Cor. ix 4.] tells them, 
that if they did not what he expected, he 
ſhould be aſhamed of his confident boaſting, 
er Th bros d rd ury KAVYHTEWS in the ſolidity, 
the confidence, the firm and peremptory 
language with which he had boaſted of 
them; he ſpeaks of it as a thing that he was 
ſure of, and throughly perſuaded in: he had 
not the leaſt doubt of it, he ſaid it without 
any heſitation: this was the ureg5aos xn 
Notes. | 
The ſame ſenſe it bears, allowing for the 
difference of the ſubject that he treats about, 
[ Heb. iii. 14. | we are made partakers of 
Chriſt, if we hold the beginning of out 
confidence ſtedfaſt unto the end, Tyy apy 
Tis u ros does; the ground, the root, the 
principle, the foundation of our faith ; here 
faith is call'd ure ao, as it fills us with an 
aſlurance ; the reverſe to it is jealouſie, mil- 
giving, ſuſpicion, or indetermination. Thus 
faith is call'd inthe fame epiſtle, Ch. xi 1.] 
EATICOpevooy bg, the ſubſtat. ge of things 
hoped for; it gives them a reality to tne mind, 
Now in all theſe places it ſignifies that 
which is either ſolid in it (elf, or appear 
0 


e 
0 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 


ſo to us. And it is eaſie to conceive of the 


nd word in my text, with a harmony to this ſenſe 
"th in tue other three. We are to underſtand 
it by it when it is apply'd to the Divine 
iy Nature, that real exiſtence, that true and 
certain being which God has had, and will 

have from everlaſting to everlaſting. And Pf. xc. 2. 
em, is peculiar to the Deity upon four accounts, 
be ic is cternal, neceflary, unchangeable and 
:. original to every other ſubſtance. 
ity, 1. Tis an eternal Being. Thus are we 
ry to conceive of God, that he ever was, the 
Lord or Jehovah, the firſt and with the If. xli. 4. 
ba laſt, Before the heavens were created, or 


K This is the meaning of the word Jeho- 
me i 04h, which name he has alone. Other Pf txxxiii. 
out i things are, they have a true and proper 18. 
5 Of WY being; bur th ime when th 
g; but there was a time when they 
our were not. Tis thus that the moſt High 
fcb. does not only baffle the pretenſions of every 


wh and believe me, and underſtand that I am ic. 

e be; before me there was no God formed, 

N eicher (hall there be after me; yea, before 

By the day was, I am he. This he repeats, . 6 

p' Thus faith the Lord, the King of Ifrael, and 
bis Redeemer, 7 am the firſt, and I am the Yerſe 8. 

"Y laft, and beſides me there is no God. And 


the earth was form'd ; when there were no 
angels about his throne, and no clouds to be 
the duſt of his feet. 


idol, but declares his own perfections; he 
peaks as no creature can do. Ye are my 
witneſſes, faith 7ehovah, that ye may know 1g. xlii. 


s . 
2 4 again, 
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again, is there a God beſides me? yea, there 
is no God, I know not any. 

In running backwards upon the crea. 
cures, we can tell where to ſtop; there's a Ml be 
certain period when they begun, and at 
which our thoughts about them muſt end, 
Bur upon the nature and exiſtence of God, 
we are unbounded; there's no conceivin 
a moment when he had not ben. 

2. This Being or Subſtance is neceſſary; 
he could not be otherwiſe than he is. The 
idols of the heathen have their ſhape and 
ſituation in temples, juſt as people are pleaſ- 
ed to diſpole of them. Angels and men 
might never have been at all; tis at the 
pleaſure of another, that they are and were 
created. This world is the breath of his 
power, and the counſel of his will; he 
could as eaſily have prevented it, as he can 
deſtroy it. 

But as to himſelf, his Perfection and Glory 
muſt always have been what now they are; 
beginning and ending are impoſſible to him, 
This is one of the greateſt articles in our 
notion of God. It cannot be aſſerted of 
any other, it cannot be denied of him. 
That which ever was, and ever muſt be is 
God ; to ſay, that he who always was, might 
not have been, is taking a yery grols liberty 
with what is eternal. He who was from 


the beginning, muſt be ſo from neceſſity of 
nature. 


3. The 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 21 

z. The being of God is unchangeable: ge 
5 without variableneſs, or any ſhadow of J ames i. 
turning. His perfection prevents him from 8 
being better, and his power ſecures him 
from being worſe. He cannot be more 
lorious in holineſs, more excellent in Ma- 
jeſty ; but what he was he is, and what he 
is he Will be; tis he who was and is and is Rev. i. b. 
to come, the Almighty. It may be faid of 
many things, that they ſhall not change, but 
we can ſay of him that he cannot, without 
beginning of days, or end of years. 

4. He is the original Being, independent 
on any other, ſelf-exiſtent ; he that is not ſo 
is not God; of him, and to him, and thro' — 
him are all things; the Fountain of Life, pf. 
from which . creature has hd 11 2 
is the Former of all things, both in hea- 
ven and earth; the Lord of hoſts is his 
name. | 
In theſe heads has the ſcripture given us, 
what we may call a draught of God, as he 
is GLORY ; it ſhews him to be excellent and 
incomprehenſible ; that all revelation comes 
from him ; that all ſervice and duty flows, re- 
turns and centers in him. As he is the great 
BEING, it declares the eternity, neceſſity, 
immutability and ſupremacy of his ex- 
iſtence. | 

Thus are we to conceive of God: This 
is properly the Divine Nature; he that has 
theſe characters is God; he that wants them 
cannot be call'd fo, but either by way of 


2 4 figure, 
L 
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figure, or by way of folly. Now, what we 
read of Chriſt, is, that he has 7his Gly. 
he is the brightneſs of it; that he's po ft | 
of this very Being; tis the ſame in him that 
it is in the Father: There's a diſtinction ot 
perſon, but no difference of nature. A 
there never was a glory without a bright. 
neſs; ſo of this Subſtance there always has 
been a xaegrre, an expreſs image. One 
that had it in perfect union to the Father, 
and full equality with him. 
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Who being the brightneſs of glory, and the 
expreſs image of his perſon or ſubſtance. 


l. W E are now to enquire into the 
relation that Chriſt bears to 
the Deity, under both the 

names that it goes by, i. e. Glory and Sub- 


1. As to this glory, he is the brightneſs of 
it; the word is metaphorical, and taken from 
the higheſt beauties in the creation; either 
the light that ſhines about us, or the ſun 
that conveys it to us. They are very dear 
to the eyes, but yet there is ſomething in 
em too much for that organ. And the re- 
fore when ſuch a word as that is carried 
over to the Divine Nature, it muſt be with 
a ſenſe inconceivable ; becauſe then we ap- 
ply it to a light which none can approach. 
Weare to uſe the figure with a reverence 
to the ſubject, believing that God is exalted 
a much above all compariſon, as he is above 
all bleſſing and praiſe ; neither our goodneſs 
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Pal. xvi. nor our imaginations can reach to him. M. 


are below the very ſimilitude here made ys 
of; we are not to look at the ſun; there i 
a brighineſs of glory in the creation, thy 
our eyes cannot behold ! We ſee that there 
isa ball of light rolling over this lower world, 
but what it is, and how it moves, cho 
ſtrength of the beams, the force of the hex 
are things we dare not try. 

And it ſeems to be one reaſon why God 
chooſes to expreſs his own nature in word 
that carry an awful ſound along with 'em; 
they are taken from things unaccountable 
and myſterious. However thus far it i; 
plain, that as there never was a ſun with. 
out light, nor any glory without a brightne(; 
ſo this name being given to the perſon of 
Chriſt, ir lers us ſee that he is equal in dig- 
nity, co-eternal in exiſtence to the nature 
that is here mention'd. 

There's nothing greater in any glory than 
its brzghtneſs ; tis the very thing, either in 
itſelf, or in its appearance to us; there's no 
more in the one than in the other, the 
brightneſs is equal to the glory: And what- 
ever difference we may ſtart between em in 
our own imaginations, yet they mult be al- 
ways together, inſeparable, harmonious and 
equal. And therefore when ſo great a name 
as this is given to the Son of God, it is to 
anſwer the end of the ſimilitude, that he 
is the ſame to Deity that brightneſs is to 
Glory. We may diſtinguiſh em, but we 


cannot diyide em. Thoſe 
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Thoſe turns that ſome learned men have 
given to theſe words cannot be allow'd in 
our day without hazard. As when they talk 
of the Son's deriving his eſſence from the 
Father, in the ſame manner that the light 
does from the ſun : Tis a phraſe that the e- 
nemy has twiſted to a very bad purpoſe, and 
therefore it's high time to lay it aſide. And 
tho they never {uppos'd an inferiority in 
the Divine Nature, but that the perſons are 
equally original, independent and eternal, 
yet we ſhould cut off occaſion from thoſe 
that deſire it. 

J can therefore by no means come into 
ſuch a way of thinking as Dr. Owen tells 
us ſome have labour'd out of the ſimilitude 
in my text. © 1. That as the ſun in compa- 
* riſon of the beam is of itſelf, and the beam 
« of the ſun; ſo is the Father of himſelf, 
* and the Son of the Father. 2. As the 
© ſun without any diminution or partition of 
* ſubſtance, or change in its nature pro- 
©* duces the beam, fo is the Son of God 
* begotten of the Father. 3. As the ſun 
is in order of nature before the beam, tho 
both are coexiſtent, ſo is the Father in 
order of nature before the Son. 4. As 
the ſun is diſtin from the beam, and 


God from the Father. 5. As the beam 
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the beam from the ſun, ſo is the Son of 


* is never ſeparate from the ſun, nor can 
the ſun be without the beam, no more 


can the Son be from the Father, nor * 
40 
the 
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the Father ever without the Son. 6. A 
the ſun cannot be ſeen but by the 

no more can the Father but in and by 
ce the Son.” 

For my part I ſee no advantage to the 
truth by theſe many inventions. is at leaſt 
a very uncertain way to (ay, that the (e 

cond perſon is of another, and the firſt is 
not. And that phraſe, the order of n. 
ture, may very well be ſpar'd when we are 
talking of the Divine Nature. The Fathers 
being the fountain of the Deity, and the Sons 
deriving from him, are expreſſions not worth 
keeping. 

I muſt agree ſo far with the learned Doc- 
tor, that © the apoſtle never intended any 
* ſuch compariſon or alluſion in the word; 
ce before us. I underſtand as much, fays 
te he, of the nature, glory and properties 
Hof the Son by this expreſſion, he is tht 
« brightneſs of glory, as I do by the moſt 
accurate expreſſions that men have arbi- 
< trarily invented to ſignify the ſame thing 
that he is one diſtin& from God the Fa- 
te ther, related to him, and partaker of his 
glory, is clearly aflerted in theſe words, 
and more is not intended in them. 

2. The other word that we tranſlate pe- 
ſon, you may remember I choſe to call ſub- 
ſtance. This allo gives us proper notions 
of deity, as it ſignifies a being that is eter- 
nal, neceſſary, unchangeable, and original 
to all that is derived from it. By cheſe cha- 
8 raQters 
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raters we diſtinguiſh God from the creature: 
This is the line drawn between em. He 
that ever was, and will be, and muſt be 
the ſame that now he is, and has no de- 
pendence on another, is God. That which 
once was not, and tnight not have been at 
all, that is changeable and deriving, is a 
creature. 

As this ſubſtance is afirm'd of the Di- 
vine Nature, ſo Chriſt is ſaid to be the ex- 
preſs image of it. Xagax/1e ſignifies the im- 
preſſion that is made on wax, and anſwers 
in every point to the original from which 
it is taken. There is neither more nor leſs 
in the one than there is in the other; all 
the parts agree; we take our view of the 
ſze and ſhape, and the variety, as well in 
the wax as we do in the ſeal. 

This is alſo another figure, and muſt be 
treated with humility and caution. A Being 
eternal, neceſſary, unchangeable and inde- 
pendent, is above our thoughts. If the 
exiſtence itſelf be inconceivable the charac- 
ter muſt be ſo too. Well may the name of 


the Meſſiah be call'd wonderful. 


II. We may with ſecurity, and we ought 
with duty to enquire what thoſe doctrines 
are that theſe two ſimilitudes caſt a light up- 
on. What are we to learn concerning Chriſt 
Jelus, from his being the brightneſs of 
glory, and the expreſs image of ſubſtance ? 
Why are theſe names given to him? I an- 

E 2 d ſwer, 


1 


Iſa. ix. 6. 
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ſwer, they ſeem to be laid down on put. 
pole to fix our faith upon a Redeemer in 
theſe four articles, 

1. A diſtinction of perſon from the Fa- 
ther. 

2. An equality in nature to him. 

3. From each of theſe a capacity of do- 
ing all that he undertook by way of atone- 
ment upon earth, and of glory in heaven. 
Only ſuch a one could by himſelf purge 
away our fins, and then fir down at the 
right hand of the Majeſty on high. 

4. From hence he became the object of 
all proper worſhip and dependence, faith 
and fear, hope and love for ever. 

I. By this account that is given us of 
our great Redeemer, we ſee him diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the Father in what is perſonal, 
Brightneſs and Glory are the ſame; they 
are never ſeparate; and in no degree un- 
equal : We do not diſtribute them under 
the names of firſt and ſecond in time, or 
greater and leſs in order. But expreſs image 
and ſubſtance have more variety in em. 
Brightneſs of glory ſcems to ſignify the uni- 
ty of eſſence, and expreſs image of the ſub. 
ſtance a difference of perſons. 

Whether you underſtand the word vi- 
5401; of the Divine Nature, or of the Fa- 
ther himſelf, it equally ſerves the cauſe of 
this argument. If you apply it to the eter- 
nal Power and Godhead, then the mean- 
ing is, that Chriſt has it in full * 

U n 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 29 


And if tis limited to the perſon of the Fa- 
ther, it all comes to the ſame thing: that 
whatever Glory he has by eternity and ne- 
ceſſity of being, the Son has it in reſem- 
blance of him, and in proportion to him. 

However, one great deſign of this epiſtle is, 
to conſider the high prieſt of our profeſſion 
5 4 diſtinct perſon from the Father, and it 
appears in the following particulars. 
i.] That he came hither in the form of 
a 35 as one directed, inſpired, and ſup- 
ported by another. This is the record of 
John, that he whom God has ſent, ſpeaks John ii. 
the words of God; for God has not given 3+ 
the Spirit by meaſure to him. He acknow- 
ledges a dependence upon the Father for 
the whole of human nature; a body, ſays 
he, haſt hou pr epar a me ; and as to the fur- Heb. x. 5. 
niture of his ſoul, he ſays, the Lord God 16. . x. 
has opened mine ear to hear as the learned, 
he has given me the tongue of the learned: 
and in his life-time he confeſſes the ſame, 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, he has Luke 4. 
anoinced me to preach the goſpel: God 18.  _ 
anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy * 
Ghoſt and with power, who went about 
doing good, for God was with him. 

Bur I will keep within the bounds of my 
text, upon a ſubje& that is copious enough 
to carry me all over the Bible. Thus the 
apoſtle tells us, that God who ſpake in times Ver. 1. 
paſt to our fathers by the prophets, has in 
theſe laſt days ſpoke to us by his Son. The 

? words 


viii. 29. gives a teſtimony to this diſtinction; he that 
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words might have been tranſlated a lit 
nearer to the original, that God ſpake, n r 
8011s, in the prophets; agreeable to out I 
Lord's way of talking, it is the Spirit of h. 
your Father that (peaks in you ; and thus in / 
theſe laſt days he ſpake to us in his Son; 
which ſignifies not only the commiſſion that 
he acted by, but the Deity that dwelt ; 
him bodily; according to his own account 
of the matter: believeſt thou not that I am 
in the Father, and the Father in me? the 
words that I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak not of 
my ſelf, but the Father who dwells in me 
does the works. 

When he was found in faſhion as a man, 
he became obedient, and repreſents himſelf 
as receiving all from above. The Son can 
do nothing of himſelf, but what he ſees the 
Father do, and the Father will ſhew hin 
greater works than theſe. He all alon 


ſent me is with me; the Father has not left 
me alone, becauſe I do always the things 
that pleaſe him. 

[2.] The limitation of his miniſtry is 
another argument of the diſtinction between 
the Father and him. Twas only in theſe lf 
days, that he appear d among us. And a 


he ftiniſh'd the work that was given him to do: 
yet a little while, ſays he, and ye ſee me 
no more, becauſe I go my way to him that 
ſent me. 


4 Before 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 31 


| Before that time it was the Spirit 0 7 
it Chriſt in the prophets that „ Ki OY 
Our world: but now, at the end of all things, 
it af be was 2 preacher of 3 4 mini- Rom. xv, 
1s in fer of the circumciſion, lent to the loſt ſheep 5: 
Sm Not che houſe of [/rael. A. teſtimony was lat. xv. 
that MY given to him at his baptiſm and transfigu- 24- 
lt is ntion, This is my beloved Son, in whom I Mat. ii. 
ount an well pleaſed, hear ye him. This ſtate !7:. 1 
am Not ſubjection is now all over; he is equal 
the to the Father in the Glory that he had with Joh. xvii. 
ot ok hm before the world was, but for a time, 
„ t pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and put Ia. Iii. 10. 
him to grief. Tho he never fail'd upon 
man. MW juſt occaſions to aſſert his unity with the 
mel Father, that they were one, yer he always 
| can wok care enough to maintain the diſtinction. 
5 the The ſhort life of duty that he 8 to 
bin ss ground enough for him to ſay, I came hn xi. 
— — the Father and am come into the bo = 
that world; and again, I leave the world, and 
t left 0 to the Father. 
lings z.] The atonement that he made is ſuch 
a diſtinction between the Father and him, 
ry b s can never be confounded. TwWas by 
ween himself that he purg'd away our fins. He 
2 loft alone was incarnate, made fleſh, and dwelt 
nd a ¶ zmongſt us. The human nature was united 
ich vo none but him. 
0 40: He is ſeen and ſervd, admir'd and ador'd 
e me above, as one diſtin& from him who is and Rev. i 4,5. 
that #45 and is to come, Jeſus Chriſt the faithful 
wirnels, the firſt begotten from the dead, the 
2 | 1 
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Heb. vii. 
24. 


Ch. ii. 14. to be made like his brethren, that he might 
be a merciful and faithful Highprieſt in 


IX. 12. 


Ifa. lii. 6. 


Jesvs CHRIST 
prince of the kings of the earth: theſe au 


his titles as Mediator, upon which there is an 
excurſion of praiſe : To him who has lov d us, 
and waſh'd us from our fins in his own 
blood, and has made us kings and prieſt 
unto God and his Father, to him be glory 


for ever. 


All along in this epiſtle, he is mentiond 


under titles that are complex, wrought and 
wove into one another; ſometimes in thok 


that ſhew him to be God, and alſo in tho 


that denote his obedience as the ſon of man, 


To this account belongs all that is ſaid of him 
as a prieſt; that office ſignifies both the dig. 


nity of his perſon, and the lownels of hi 
condition. In order to his having an ever. 
laſting prieſthood, he muſt be God, and con. 
tinue for ever; but the diſcharge. of what 
was incumbent on him, made 1t neceſlary 
that he ſhould have ſomething to offer, and 
that is himſelf. It behoy'd him in all thing 


things pertaining to God. He went not by 
the blood of bulls and goats, but his own 
blood: now this was the ſubmiſſion of a cret- 
ture, and therefore he muſt be diſtinct from 
the Lord who laid on him the iniquities of 
us all, | | | 

[4.] The reward that was given him does 
aloud proclaim a diſtinction between the Fr 
ther and the Son, He fat down at the right 
hand of the Majeſty on High; this does no 


only 


the brightneſs of Glory, &cc. 33 


only denote the dignity of his own perſon, 


ae but che affection of that other to whom he 
*s is (o near. Upon this head does the apoſtle 
=> we out his challenge, To which of the an- Heb. i 13. 


gels ſaith he at any time, ſit thou at my 
et right hand? No; tho they always behold 


or his face, receive his orders, and execute his 
„commands; yet here's the uppermoſt room 
000 in the feaſt that is too good for the belt of 
and them. They have rio right to ſer their 
noſe BY drones 46 the throne of God. He among 
ww them who ſwell'd into ſuch thought was 1%. xiv: 


WE hurld down in a moment: they have no 
bin BY merit of nature or duty to be the foundation 
10 of ſo much honour, 

* Tis only his, who as God is equal to 
the Father's Majeſty, and as man is the beſt 

of all his ſervants- And therefore we find 
aff the Fathef owris him both in a way of teſti- 
cvar Wl mony to what he is, and in a way of re- 


A. compenſe to what he has done. He re- 

bind! ceives him in his two natures: To the Di- 

* vine, he ſays, Thy throne, O God, is for 

| y ever and ever; a (cepter of righteouſneſs is Heb. i. 9. 
"Ot / the ſcepter of thy kingdom; and to the 

S b human, cou haſt loved righteouſneſs, and 

— hated iniquity, and therefore God, even 


thy God, has anointed thee with the oyl of 
gladneſs above thy fellows. 

Thus does the epiſtle conclude, that the 
God of peace brought again from the dead 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd of — * 
the ſheep, thro the blood of the everlaſting 
covenant, F \ The 
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JEsus CHRIST 

The perſonality of Chriſt is not ſo much 
denied in our day, as it is confounded. 
Some people have ſo muddled the doctrine 
of his Deity, that 1 don't find it amounts 
to any more in him, than it might have done 
in one of us; © A Divine power dwelling in 
« the man Jeſus; an attribute of the God. 
head uniting itſelf to a creature who had 
e becn produc'd in ſome unknown moment 
« of eternity.“ By that ſcheme his perſo- 
nality in the Divine nature is only metaphh. 
rical, and his ſhare in the human is on 
carnal ; and fo, inſtead of being conſiderd 
as God-man, he is denied the exiſtence of 
God, and the ſoul of man. His human 
ſoul is ſuppos'd ro be a ſuperangelick ſpirit, 
and his Divinity is no more than a power of 
the Godhead reſting upon him. 
But as he who came in the form of a (er: 
vant, and took ſo ſhort a time for ſo great a 
work, who once fuftered, and is now te- 
warded, was, antecedent to all this, the 
brightneſs of Glory; ſo he is a perſon diſtin, 
becauſe none of theſe things can be ſaid of 
the Father, his dwelling was not with fleſh, 


II. Another doctrine that is contain d in 
this account of Chriſt, is a perfect equality 
to the Father ; brightneſs can be no lower 
than Glory; expreſs image is no leſs than 
nature or ſubſtance. There's not any one of 
the particulars which I gave you, as the pe- 
culiars of this Glory and Subſtance in the 

j | Divine 
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the brightneſs of Glory, &c. "= 


Divine Nature, that are not anſwer'd in 
what the ſcripture has ſaid of Chriſt, If 
he is not God over all, the diſtinction is Rom. ix. 
loſt between a Deity and a creature; we 5: 
have no words left in all the bible to ſignify 
the one, that may not as well be transfer'd 

to the other. For that as much is ſaid of 
Chriſt, as ever can be of the moſt High 
God, I believe, I find, not in a few obſcure 
places, but in the whole current of the 
book. | 

1. You may remember, when we conlider'd 
Deity under the notion of Glory, it was in 
ſuch a ſenſe of the word, as carried it a- 
bove all creatures at once. Tho” they are 
ſaid to be glorious in their perſons and acti- 
ons, yet not in this way, or any thing like 
it. Ir ſo belongs to God, as it never did, 
and never can, to any other; that is, it ſig- 
nihes a nature that is excellent, incompre- 
henſible, from which all revelation has 
flowed, and to which all honour and wor- 
ſhip is paid. And as the (ſcripture has gone 
no higher in the accounts that are given us 
of God, ſo it goes no lower in what is ſaid » 
of Chriſt : he has this very GLoRY in cvery 
perfection, and to every purpole. 

(1.) We may fay he is the brightneſs of 
this Glory, with regard to the excellence of 
his nature: the ſame lofty ſupreme and noble 
things are ſaid of him, that do always ſigni- 
ty the Deity. 
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a quotation from the Apocry 
tho it came not by Divine inſpiration, yet 
was of great eſteem among the Ferws : and 
at leaſt it lets us ſee what opinion they of old 
had of the Meſſiah. Tis in a book call'd 
The Wiſdom of Solomon. We have, Chap. 
vi. ſuch a run of words upon a perſon who 
goes by the name of wiſdom, as agrees 


= 
3 18 — 2. EGS 


t breath of the power of God, and the pure 


JesUs Curt 
The words of my text are 65 to by 
pra , which 


with what they found in the viiit® of Pro. 
verbs; I will read it with a variation that is 
lawtul enough, only changing the ſex. 
* Wiſdom, faith that author, is the worker 
of all things, an underſtanding ſpirit, holy, 
One only, or peeyevys, only begotten, 
manifold, lively, clear, undefiled: kind to 
man, ſtedfaſt, ſure, free from care, hay- 
ing all power, overſceing all things, the 


influence Rowing from the Glory of the 
Almighty, the brightneſs of the ever- 
laſting light; (this is the ſentence brought 
* oyer into my text) the unſpotted mirror 

of the power of God, and the image of 
* his goodneſs. 

Bur in this caſe we receive not witnels 
from man; and need not go to any writings 
below thoſe of the Holy Ghoſt, to ſhew 
char our Lord has an excellent name in all 
the earth, and that his glory is above the 
heavens, What is (aid of God, is true of 
him, 
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the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 
The rewards beſtow'd upon the human 
nature carry along with 'em an argument 
of the Divine. Thus when God high!y pj. il. 8, 
exalted him, he gave him a name above eve- 9, 10. 
5) name. And what name is this? That 
the man Chriſt Jeſus ſhall be diſtinguiſh d 
from the very angels? Yes ; but that's not 
all; for that which ſets it above every 
name is this, that in the name of Jeſus e- 
very knee ſhall bow, and every tongue con- 
fe(s that Jeſus is Lord, or Jehovah, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
[ ſuppoſe theſe words ſignify as much in 
the New Teſtament as they did in the old. 
I am GOD, and there is none elſe, I have If lv. 
ſworn by my ſelf, the word is gone out of ** 23. 
my mouth in righteouſneſs, and ſhall nor 
return; that unto ME every knee ſhall bow, 
and every tongue ſhall (wear. By the way 
of (peaking we ſhould imagine that this ho- 
nour was never defign'd for a creature; 
and therefore when we find by the goſpel, 
that it's given to Chriſt, we may ſuppoſe 
that the perſon who now has it in the New 
Teſtament is the fame who claim'd it in 
the Old. 
And thus when he fays to him, Sit Thou 
on my right hand; tho' tis a reward to the 
human nature, yet it refers to an antecedent 
honour, a glory that he had with the Fa- John xvil. 
ther, before the world was. For to which |; i. 
of the angels ſaid he at any time, fit thou N 
at my right hand? And why might he not 
_ f 
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fay it to them? What are we to conclyg. 
from his not ſaying it, but this? That it 
too great a ſituation for any creature? 
Thus did the faith that was of Gods «. 
eration teach the people to look upon him, 
John i. 14- They beheld his Glory, the glory of the 
only begotten of the Father; others ſaw ns 
form or comelineſs in him, but to thoſe he 
Col. i. 15. appear d as he really was, the image of th 
imviſible God. Upon this ground he tell 
John xiv. em, if ye had known me, ye ſhould hay 
7» 8,9: known my Faiher alſo, and henceforth ye 
have known him, and ſeen him. You may 
underſtand this conſiſtent with what heſays 
Chas. vi. Elſewhere, not that any man has ſeen th 
46. Father. Tis true Philip did not take it, 
and therefore ſays, Lord; ſhew us the Fa 
ther, and it ſuffices us: But the anſwer of 
Chriſt to him, lets us ſee that he reveald 
himſelf as equal in nature: Have I been ( 
long time with you, and haſt thou nat 
known me, Philip? He that has ſeen me ha 
ſeen the Father, how ſayſt thou then ſhey 
us the Father ? 
When the Goſpel comes upon our fouls 
with power, he that cauſes light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs gives us the light of the 
» Cor. iv. knowledge of the glory of God in the fait 
6. of Jeſus Chrift. This was the confeſſion 
Joni, that Nathaniel made, Rabbi, thou arr the 
49- Son of God, thou art the King of Jſrael; 

and in the fame manner did Thomas. ſhake 


XX. 28, 


1 


off his unbelicf, my Lord and my God. b 
r 
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| underſtanding were infinite. 


the brighinefs of Choy, &c. 
:ead of him that he is the bleſſed and only 


potentate, King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
ind then it's added, that he only has immorta- 


approach to, whom no man has ſeen nor 
can ſee, to whom be glory and power ever- 
laſting. 7] 

(2.) As by Glory in the Divine Nature 
we mean what is incomprehenſible, ſo this 


js what may be faid of Chriſt, J/ho can 1% lil. 


declare his generation? Hence the apoſtle 8. 
himſelf, who had ſo great a knowledge in 


the myſtery of Chriſt, calls em anſearchable ꝑph. ii. 9. 


riches. 

The ſcriptures I gaye you under the for- 
mer head will equally do to the ſervice of 
this, for if his glory is ſo excellent, it muſt 
be paſt finding out. He takes a liberty of 
comparing himſelf with the Father, which 
no creature would do. 
knows the Father but the Son, and none 22. 
knows the Son but the Father. In each of 
theſe propoſitions, both the object and the 
There's that 
in Chriſt which none but an uncreated na- 
ture knows, and there is that in him to 
which all the ſecrets of an uncreated nature 
lie open. We are call'd to an acknowledg- 


ment of the myſtery of God, and of the col. ii. 2. 


Father, and of Chriſt; anda myſtery it will 

be for ever. | 
(3.) This title of Glory, as weare largely 
told by a learned expoſitor, is affirm'd of the 
4 \ Divine 


oaths Tim. vi 
lity, and dwells in the light which none can x 5. 1 


None, ſays he, Lake x. 


Iſa. vi. 3. 
Luke ii. 
9, I 4. 
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Iss Cuntsr | 
Divine Nature with regard to the revelations 
that he made of himſelf to the world, and 


eſpecially among the 7etus. To them, in this 


ſenſe, pertain d the Glory; a glorious high 
throne from the beginning was the place of 


their ſanctuary. | 


And may not ſuch an opinion be brought 
over to Chriſt ſeſus? What noble mani. 
feſtations did he make of himſelf, ſuitable 


to the dignity of his perſon > When Eſaia 


law him, the earth was fill d with his glory, 
At his birth the angel of the Lord appear 
to the ſhepherds, and the glory of the Lord 
ſhone round about 'em, by way of teſtimony 
to the glory that ſhould be ro God in the 
higheſt. His ſtar was ſeen in the caſt; 
that was properly the ſtar of the morning, 
to tell thoſe -diſtant parts of the world, 
that it was day-break, and the ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs begun to riſe. And accordingly the 
kings of rhe carth came and fell down be- 
fore him; they brought gold to him who 
was cloth'd in rags, franbincenſe and myrrh 
to one who liv'd in a ſtable ; ſo many riches 
and perfumes were never offer'd in a place 
of ſtench and poverty. All the circumſtan- 
tial dignities about his birth, were like the 
ſounding of a trumpet, bidding the ever- 
laſting gates fly open, that the King of Glo- 
7y might enter in. 

When he ruſh'd out of private life and was 
baptiz'd, heaven open d,; thoſe vaſt enfold- 
ing ſheets made way to let down the Holy 

7 Ghoſt, 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 4 
Choſt. The Father honour'd him by 4 
voice, the Spitit in a viſion; and the procla- 
mation was effectual to thoſe that heard and 
ſaw it. =p 
In working mitacles he is (aid to manifeſt john ii, 
his Glory, that his diſciples might believe on 11. 
him. It was for this cauſe that he gave 
the blind man his ſight, and Lazarus his cy. ix. 
life, that the Son of God may be glorified 3. 
thereby. | REP 
In the mount of transfiguration; his face wy. wik 
did ſhine as the ſun, and his raiment was 2. 
white as the light, as if he had got into the 
ſuburbs of his own country: There appear d 
two men in glory with him, the voice that m_ _ 
teach d em all came from the excellent glory; - Pet. i. 
at the time of his ſorrows he was glorious Wh 
in his apparel, and eſpecially when he roſe 1. 
from the dead, they ſaw his glory; The 
two angels who kept the ſepulchre appear'd 
in ſhining garments, and they who brought Lak. xv. 
up the rear in his aſcenſion are ſaid to havè 4. 
white apparel. * Acts i. 10. 
In another world he blazes out like 
himſelf: His eyes are as 4 flame of fire, Rev. i. 14 
his feet like ing braſs, his countenance 5 
as the ſun in all its ſtretigth. We fay of 
him as the Plalmiſt does of no other than 
the moſt high God; with thee is the foun- 
ain of life, and in thy light we ſhall ſee ©: _ 
light, Upon this account heaven has no 
need of the ſun or the moon to ſhine in it ; for 
the Glory of the Lord does lighten it; and the , 
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that from us which none but a God ſhould 


John v. 


Heb. i. 6. 


Jesvs CHRIST 


Lamb is che light thereof. There is a track 


of glory in all the revelation that he makes 
of his perſon or of his will. 

(.) The name of Glory is given to the 
Divine Nature, with a regard to the homage 
that ſhall be paid it from the whole creation. 
And if the ſcripture does not ſay all this of 
Chriſt, that his is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory for ever; it's pity it ſhould haye 
ſaid ſo much about him. He ſpcaks that to us 
which none but a God can ſay, he expect 


have. We are to love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
with all our beart, and ſoul and mind and 
ſtrength. 

Is there any a& of adoration with-held 
from him, that is given to the Father? All 
men are to honour the Son as they honour 
the Father ; he that honours not the Son 
honours not the Father who has ſent him, 
For any to wedge in a caution upon ſo plain 
a fact, that Chriſt is worſhip'd by the ap- 
pointment of the Father] is not much 0 
the purpoſe. For the Father has expreſlly 
ſaid, that he never will give his Glory to an- 
other; and yet we are told in this chapter, 
that he ſays, let all the angels of God u. 
ſhip him. To call a civil reſpect by the 
name of worſhip will not do upon this text: 
Angels are out of theſe formalities; bows 
ing, cringing, falling down, are only taſhi- 
ons in our world; none of theſe groſs and 
carthy ceremonies obtain among the angels 

4 


ſet his throne as the throne of God, and make 1% xiv. 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 43 


what they worſhip they adore with vene- 
ration, they believe his Ir and ap- 
prove his will. Now all this they are to 
do, by expreſs appointment, ro him who 
went out of their world into human life, 
and came back again thither when he had 
ſuffer d the pains of death. 

Do you ſuppoſe that God would bear a 
rival to be ſo near him; or allow that in 
Chriſt which he diſdain'd in Lucifer, if he 
had not an equality of nature? Shall any one 


himſelf like the moſt High 2 Yes, here is 
one that does it, and thinks it no robbery ppil il. 7. 
to be equal with God. We read all along of 
the throne of God, and of the Lamb. What 
Antichriſt does with pride and wickedneſs, 
our Redeemer does by right of nature, and 
from an eſſential dignity; he as God fits 
in the temple of God, giving out himſelf 
that he is God. | 

Do but obſerve with what a Majeſty the 
order is proclaim d. | 

Firſt, It is directed to the angels; who 
never run into any idolatry, and had not 
the leaſt temptation to it; for they ſee no 
creature above themſelves. — 

Secondly, They are every one of em com- 
prehended in the rule; ler all the angels of 
God do it: So that there is not a ſingle wor- 
ſhiper in heaven, whom the Father has re- 
ry to himſelf, 
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Thirdly, Theſe are call'd the angels of 

God ; thoſe that he made, and made better 
than rhe reſt of the creation ; - whom he 
kept about him, to behold the throne, and 
ſerve the houſhold ; thoſe angels that never 
worſhip'd any other than God from the 
moment of rheir being. =_ 

And therefore had they thought of Chriſt 
as ſome upon Earth do, it would have made 
an uproar among em; they might reply, 
« We have never yet fallen down before 
* any bur the moſt High, our ſervices have 
* been undaſh'd with the leaſt appearance 
* of idolatry; and are we now to worſhip 
* a derivative God? Shall there be ſuch 
t an innovation as this in the temple of 
© heaven?” But they know that he who 
brought along with him our nature, 281 
memorial of his atonement, was before that 
ador'd by them in his own, being God un 
all, bleſſed for ever. And thus he appeas 
to be the brightneſs of Glory, as it is undes 
ſtood of the Divine Nature, from the glory 
that is in him, and the glory that ſhall be 
given to him. . 8 | 


The End of the fecond &. e mon. 


SER 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 
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fore 1/ho being the brightneſs of glory, and the 
hav expreſs image of his per ſon or ſubſtance. 


rance 
orſhip Ml 2. HE other name of Deity which 2559. 
ſuch the apoſtle uſes in this text, is 
ple of that of SUBSTANCE. That 
vhbo he ſpeaks of the Divine Nature in the per- 
» 45 208 fon of the Father, and not of the perſon as 
re that i abſtracted from the Nature, appears to me 
d 00 with all the evidence I can deſire, and I 
ppcar Wl hope it will be equally manifeſt to you, if 
under your thoughts will but give me their com- 
e gion pany upon a few particulars. 


nall be 1. The main deſign of this epiſtle is to 


convince the Fews, who did not believe, and 
confirm thoſe who did, in the glory and the 
benefit of the diſpenſation we are now un- 
der. Whatever difficulty there may be in 
gueſſing at the penmau, we can caſily know 
the people, that tis an epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
and there is a run of argument thro the 


whole, in which they had a political in- 
tereſt. 7 "I 
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ix. 11. 12. 
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Jz8us CRHRIST 

God had daſh'd in pieces their peculiar, 
broke up the incloſure, and laid the priyi. 
leges of the covenant all common: The Gen 
ak. were fellow-heirs, and of the ſame 
body; and yet the Fews loſt nothing by 
it; the joy, the dignity, the advantage were 
ſo enlarg'd to em both, that its plain 
God had provided ſome better things for 
us, than he had for the fathers, that they 
without us ſhould not be made perfect. 

This 1 take to be the main deſign of the 
author, and what he attends to with an uni- 


ty of argument, and by the notion that 
we have of the whole we may guide our in. 


terpretation of every part. I would give ſuch 
a ſenſe of this text, as falls in with a general 
View of the work itſelf; that there is no- 
thing loſt by the diſpenſation of the goſpel. 

This is, as he tells theſe Hebrews, the 
true tabernacle and ſanctuary which the 
Lord pitch'd,and not man. And again, Chriſt 
is come a high - prieſt of good things to come; 
that is, they were either once future, or they 
continue to be ſo ſtill; and thus it is to be 
underſtood of the heavenly things themſelves: 
And this he did by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, reAuwuſspas, one that is 
finiſh'd, not made with hands, that is to 
fay, not of this building; or not of this 


creation Taurys vg xi, tis not made to 


be deſtroy d like all things here below. And 


therefore upon the whole, we are come to 


mount Sion, to that ſtate that is call d the 


a * 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c: 47 
Sion of the holy One of Hyael. This be- 16. Kr. 14. 
ing the main deſign that he carries quite 
thro! the epiſtle, it affords = the _ pro- 

r light upon every partic age. 
F \. The diſtinction — he — and 
the goſpel is chiefly turn'd upon the perſons 
by whom they were reveal'd. Tis true, 
there are other things, as I have already 
oblerv'd, bur this ever appears uppermoſt 
in the courſe of the argument; and ir a- 
grees to the language of the Holy Spirit in 
many other places. 1 

Thus faith the evangeliſt, the law was 
given by Moſes, but grace and truth came by John i. 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſo faith our Lord himſelf, 7 
Moſes gave you not that bread, but my Fa- Ver. 32. 
ther gives you the true bread from heaven: 
And, thus faith. the apoſtle, that whoſoever 
believes in Chriſt, (hall be juſtified from all aa xii. 
things, from which he could not be juſti- 39- 
hed by the law of Moſes. 
Upon this he ſhews the danger of ſet- 
ting at nought a diſpenfation that is ſomuch 
aove the former, as it was given by better 
bands: If he that deſpis'd Moſes's law died Heb. x. 
without mercy, of how much ſorer puniſh- **: 
ment ſhall he be thought worthy, who has 
roden under foot the Son of God? And 
ſet theſe things are laid down without any 
liminution to the character of that mighty 
propher : For thus far both Chriſt and he 
are enroll'd in the fame commendation : 
163 man was faithful to him that appointed 

| * him, 
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5 houſe. 

IS 3. The preference of the one to the 0. 
1 ther was all eſtabliſh'd upon a difference of 
1 nature. It was not merely a larger com. 
47 miſſion; but Moſes being only faithful ig 
9 Heb.ii.c. the houſe as 4 ſervant, he is obſcur'd, he 
4 is ourſhone by Chriſt, who is 4 Son over 
$7 his own houſe. The houſe to Moſes was 1 
768 fear, a receptacle, but to Chriſt it is a pri. 
MM perty, a creation. He made it, he fills it, he 
42 maintains, and he will complete it : His houſ 
[ts we are, and he that built all things is God; 
0 So that he has a tranſcendent nature. I 
IF upon this argument that he all along gives the 

* pre- eminence to Jeſus. 
. Whether God might not have rais d up 
81 another man with larger powers than ever 
45 Moſes had, is not the queſtion, but he neye 
FJ did commit ſuch a bulk of revelation u 
4 any in the human nature: And therefon 
3 had an angel been (ent upon this laſt errand iſ 
7 he would have made the diſpenſation glo- 
Pr ous, the meſſenger would have given a dg 
. nity to the doctrine. | 4 
55 He muſt be more than man who brought]: 
15 ſalvation to us, or otherwiſe we miglit har 
+ done with Moſes ſtill ; but when it is (aid 
bh, that God, who ſpake to us by the prophet 
* has in theſe laſt days ſpoken to us by hi 


SON, that word Son muſt ſignify whit 
the word Prophet never did; that he ws 
of another nature, a meſſenger, an inte- 
preter, one among a thouſand. 4. Hi 
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the brightneſs of Glory, &c. 
4. He is ſo determin'd to carry the di- 
e unctiam of nature between Moſes and Feſis 
de of Ml to its full height, that he tells us of his 
com. being above the angels; that there may be 
ul in no room to conceive an equality in the two 
„ be Ml prophets. And what he fays upon this 
ou bead, is not about any honour that Chriſt 
was b admitted to from the merit of his ſervice, 
x pro i but it all rurns upon the dignity of his per- 
ir, be ov. Tis not for what he did, but for what 
houſe i be 4s. 

Gol: To none of the angels did the Father 
ay at any time Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee. No; theſe words 
expreſs a nearneſs, an equality, a commu- 
nion which they have not: And to none 


of em did he ſay, Sit thou at my right hand, 


neye v a partner, a proprietor, and a ſovereign 
ion uin thoſe glorics that are above em. So that, 
etefon there can be no room for a compariſon be- 
tween the perſon who brought the law, and 


him who came with the goſpel. He is ſo much 
above Moſes, that he is better than the an- 
zels: He has a better lot by appointment, 
and a more excellent name by inheritance; 
And therefore, 

5. As the deſign he purſues thro' his 
argument, is the diſtinction of our Saviour's 
perſon, and that diſtinction turns upon his 
nature; ſo having told us to whom Chriſt 
was tranſcendent, it was proper to let us 
know to whom he was equal, 


H d That 


Jzsus CHRIST 


That he came in the form of a ſervant, 
is true; bur the ſcripture ſpeaks of him in 
ſuch a way as breaks thro! the form; it en- 
ters into that within the weil, and ſhews him 
0 be infinitely more. The Word was made 
fleſh and dwelt among us, but they were 
enabled ro look thro'; and behold his Glo- 
7 the Glory of the only begotten of the N. 
THEY. 

When he is appointed to be a ſacrifice, 
Phil. ii. 7. Which is the greateſt act of obedience, an 
obedience to death, even the death of the 


F Pal. xxii. Crols; at that time he calls himſelf a worm, 
. and no man; but the Father calls him his 
2ẽ«ch. xili. fellow; awake, O Sword, againſt the man 
wy 7- that is my fellow. By that name he has no 
5 place among creatures; for God ſays of 
14. x2. the whole univerſe, ro whom will ye like 
=_ _ me, or ſhall I be equal? He that diſclaims 
v1 equal among all the works of his hands, al- 
My lows himſelf to have a fellow. And there- 
0 fore the Jews took the matter right, that 
Jon. v. by calling God his Father, Chriſt had made 
be” 35 himſelf equal with God. | 

5 This term of Fellow, can by no means 
"I 

i be underſtood of a ſuffering nature: a pet 
oh {on upon the croſs is the leaſt of all man- 


e 
2 


kind, to be conſider'd as a fellow to him 
that ſits upon the throne: and therefore he 
4 would never have uſed a word ſo very un- 
1 ſuitable to the condition Chriſt was then in, 
, had it not imported an equality upon ſome 


other ground. 
( 6. This 
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the brigbineſ of Glory, &c. 51 


vant, 6. This equality is expreſs'd in thoſe 
m in terms that are moſt proper to the ſimilitudes 
ten. he makes uſe of. If the Father is to be con- 
him ceivd of under the title of Glory, the Son 
made WI i; che brightneſs of that Glory. There's no- 
were ching either greater, better, or more early 
Glo- WE in Glory than in brightneſs; they are never 
e H. ſeparate, never unequal; what we ſee in 

Glory is the brightneſs, what we admire in 
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rifice brightneſs is the Glory. 

e, AN And if the Father is to be known for his 

f the being, his ſubſtance, his having life in him- 
0m, elf; the Son is the character, the expreſs 
m his image of this; he has it with che fame ful- 

e man BY nels; for the Son has life in himſelf. - Ha 
nas no 7. This reſemblance, this equality, like- 23 
ays of Wl nfs and fellowſhip between the Father and 

> liken MN the Son, cannot be underſtood of perſona- 
Ms a ity, but of nature: tis only in that that 
ds, ab they are one, the fame in ſubſtance, in the 
cher: form of God. And therefore, if Chriſt is 

„ that I the brightneſs of his Father's Glory, tis not 


| made WM becauſe he is another perſon, bur becauſe he 


has the ſame nature. 


means What we fay of the Father as a perſon, 
# per: diſtinguiſhes him from the Son: he has no 
man · 


erpreſs image of that; and] therefore, when 
to hin ¶ he is aid to be the character, the impreſſi- 
fore he on, it muſt be in ſomething that they have 
ry un. I between them. 

hen in, This you will eaſily ſee, if you do but 
n (ome conſider the perſonal actions that are aſcrib'd 


Joo the Father. He is faid to beget, and 
5, This . 0 the 
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the Son to be the only begotten, Now 
the one of theſe perſonalities is not the ex 
preſs image of the other, tho' the natute 
muſt be the ſame in them both. So, we 
read of the Father, that he ſanctified and 
ſent the Son into the world; but being ſex; 
can by no means be call'd the image of ſend. 
ing: the one bears no reſemblance of the 
other; they are diſtin& and oppoſite; there 
is no likeneſs between them; for he that i; 
ſent, is in that reſpect leſs than he that ſent 
him. 

Tis affirm'd of the Father, that he pre. 
par d a body for Chriſt, and of our Lorch 
that he receiv d it; but you will not call this 
human nature the expreſs image of God, 
no more than a houſe is the image of the 
builder. When the three that bear record 
in heaven are ſpoke of perſonally, it is what 
each has to himſelf, and it is upon the head 
of perſonality that we prove a diſtinction be. 
tween them. 

So that, the Son is the character and im- 
preſſion of what he has with the Father, 
and this can be no other than eternal power 
and Godhead; had the image run upon other 
things, had it been poſſible in the caſe of 
perſonality, it muſt be ſaid, that as the Fa: 
ther begar, ſo did the Son; as the Father 
ſent the Meſſiah into the world, ſo did the 
Son; but you know, the ſcripture has given 
us no reſemblance between them upon thek 


( Where: 


the brightneſs of Gly, &c. 
ow Whereas it is very abundant upon others; 
e 6x. as che Father has life in himſelf (which is 


ature not the peculiar of a perſon, but the glory 
„ve ot a nature) ſo has he given to the Son to 


and have life in himſelf. As the Father quick- john v. 
ſent, ens the dead, and raiſes them: fo the Son 24. 
fend. MY quickens whom he will. As the Father had vii. 2. 


f che Ml a Glory before the world was, ſo has the 
there MW Son wich him; and as the Father fits upon 


hat i; a throne, ſo does the Lamb for ever and _—_ xxli. 


t (ent ever. | 

What the Son did, in taking upon him 
pre: che human nature, was no reſemblance of 
Lord, MW the Father; there's nothing at all in the Di- 


Il this vine Nature, of which this may be call'd an 
God, Ml expreſs image. His ſleeping in the grave, 
f the MW his awaking into life, his ſtaying upon earth, 
-ecord i and then taking wing for Glory, are perſo- 
what Wl nal; 'rwas not upon theſe heads that he ap- 
head pear d in the form of God. 


But then, the love that ſhone thro' all the 
ſcene of what he did as man, is what he 
had as God; herein he and the Father are 


ome; one in nature, one in counſel, one in 


on be- 


id im. 
At her | 


power Ml fellowſhip. As he fays, all mine are thine, John xvii. 
other Ml and tine are mine. The love wherewith 10. verſe 
caſe of i thou haſt loyed me, ſhall be in them, and? 

he Fa: | in them. 


Father i There is no name that ſignifies Deity in 
did the the Father, but what does ſo equally in the 
given Son. As I have ſhewn that he is the bright- 
n thelc I nels of that Glory, by which we con- 

ceiye of rhe Diyine Nature; ſo I would 
Where: 4 now 


- — 1 ” 
<7 a br; << HR EP rent”. ER... « * 


bg — 


„ 2 
. CocR Ad 0: 


_- — 


* 
LE 3 = — — 
4 - _ : 2 N 
” — 1 1 * 5 * = * „ „* 1—— 
= — rr K — = 3 foe» 


54 


Gal. iv. 4. 20% of 3 1 God ſent forth his Son 


— — — 


JEsus CHRIST 


now let you ſee, that this other title belongs 
ro him, upon the ſame ground, and with the 
ſame fulneſs; they are equal in the volume 
of the book; and whatever ſome may talk 
about the abſtracted nature of things, who 
become vain in their imaginations ; yet thus 
they are reveal'd in the bible, and thus they 
are ador'd in the churches, as it was in the 
beginning, ſo now it is, and ever ſhall be, 
world without end. 

This exiſtence, Subſtance, or being, when 
it is attributed to God, ſignifies what it can 
do in no other; eternity, neceſſity, immu- 
tability and independence: it may be faid 
of every thing beſides him, that once it was 
not, it might not have been ar all, it may 
be no more; it depends upon the pleaſure 
of another, that it either was, or is, or ſhall 
be. Bur 'tis peculiar to the Divine Nature, 
that it was from the beginning, always muſt 
have been what it was, always muſt be what 
it is: tis ſufficient and original to it itſelſ 
without derivation, and without depen- 
dence. Now, as the ſcripture can ſay 10 
more of God, if it has ſaid u0 leſs of Chriſt, 
we may well own him; as the apoſtle here 
does, for the character, the expreſs image, 
the equal poſſeſſor of the exiſtence that the 
Father has. 

I.) We read of his Subſtance or Being as 
what is eternal. This cannot be underſtood 
of the human nature: twas not till the ful- 


made 
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made of a woman; the Word was made John i. 14. 
b, in order to his dwelling among us. 
We have the book of the generation of Mat i. 1. 
eſus Chriſt. But upon the account of his 
eternal exiſtence, who ſball declare his gene- 
ration? he ſpeaks like one who thought it 
no robbery to be equal with God. The 
Lord poſſeſſed me in the beginning of his way, Pro. viii. | 
before his works of old. I was ſet up from 754 
everlaſting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was: when there was no deep was I 
brought forth, when there were. no foun- 
tains abounding with water, before the moun- 
tains were ſettled, before the hills was I 
brought forth, whilſt as yet he had not made 
the earth, the fields, nor the higheſt part 
of the duſt of the world. 
What ſignifies heaping up ſuch a number 
of articles, if they do not amount to a proof 
of his being uncreated? For to ſay that all 
this may be true of one who was produc'd 
in ſome unknown moment of eternity, is to 
bring a diſability upon ſcripture language; 
at that rate we ſhall make it uncapable of 
telling us any thing at all. 
am ſure, whether the phraſes import a 
true and proper eternity or no, they are the 
lame that the Holy Ghoſt has us d in ſpeak- 
ing of God; before the mountains were p, xc. 2. 
brought forth, or ever thou hadſt form'd 
the carth and the world, from everlaſting to 
everlaſting thou art God. 
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account of the Divine Nature, that Chrig 


Mic. v. 2. 


Mat. ii. 6. 


Ila. xxv. 1. 


forth, and fo does Chriſt of an exiſtence, 


forming the earth, is the fame with or ever 


IWQqʒsus CHRIST 
Here's not a breath of language in this 


has not adopted: the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of 3 
perſon before the mountains were bronght 


before the mountains were ren before the 


the earth was, when he had not made the 
carth, nor the fields, nor the highelt part of 
the duſt of the world. And if God is from 
everlaſting, here is one who was ſet up from 
everlaſting. | | 

All the inequality between the two de- 
ſcriptions, is this, that God is ſaid to be 10 
everlaſting; but that's included in what 
Chriſt ſays; for he that ever was ever will 
be. If any one can find a way to diſtribute 
theſe accounts between an original and de- 
rivative God, he muſt doit with a force upon 
words as plain as any in the bible. 

Thus again we read, that tho' Bethlehem- 
Ephratah was little among the thouſands of 
Judah; yer out of her ſhall he come forth, 
who is to be the ruler in Irael. The Scribe, 
Elders and Phariſees, all underſtood it of the 
Meſſiah ; and of him we then find, that his 
goings forth have been of old from everlaſting. 
This phraſe of old is us d to ſignify what had 
no beginning. Thy counfels of old ate 
faithfulneſs and truth. | 

When the prophet Jeremiah delivers 
himſelf with a contempr of all idols, he 
ſpeaks of a Dey aboye them: the Lord 

of 
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or Jehovah, is the true God, he is the liy- Jer. x. 10. 


ing God, and an everlaſting King. And 
yet the apoſtle Paul is not afraid to ſay all 


this of our Saviour, to the King eternal, 1 Tim. i. 
immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, be 17. 


glory and honour for ever and eyer. Amen. 

There can be no warding off the force 
of this argument, but by a ſuppoſition, that 
he ſays this of the Father, and not of the 
Son: and the beſt way to determine thar, 
is by looking to the verſe before. In me, 
fich he, Chriſt Feſus ſhew'd forth all long- 
ſuffering, for a pattern to them that ſhall 
believe on him to life everlaſting. Chriſt 
ſelus was the agent in his ſalvation; and he 
does it, as none but a God can do, with all 
long ſuffering. Chriſt was to be the object of 
that faith of which this was the pattern; they 
were to believe in him; he is the giver of 
that which is the end of their faith, life 
everlaſting: and having. (aid all this, the 
ations are equal to the Title of a King eter- 
nal, immortal, inviltible. - | 


God ſays of himſelf, I am the firſt, and 16. xliv.6. 
Iam the laſt; and thus ſaith Jeſus, I am Rev. i. 8. 


Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, the 
beginning and the ending. But as I have at 
large purſued this argument in a treatiſe 
upon the Myſtery of Godlmeſs, 1 ſhall fay no 
more here, but leave it to be ſeen and read 
of all men. 3180 3 


2.) The exiſtence of Chriſt is neceſſary. 


In the beginning was the Word, and. the John i 1. 


I "0a Word 
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Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. This, I chink, is inſeparable from the 
other article; for what always has been, 
always muſt be. 
And therefore the attempt of a certain 
author to prove a God à priori, as he calls 
it, is enough to ſet a reader a ſhivering, a 
if his being was to be concluded from ſome. 
thing antecedent to itſelf. However, that 
writer condemns the Arians for faying, 
there was a time when the Son was not; 
and makes this one of his propoſitions, that 
the ſupreme Cauſe had always with him one 
who was next to him. And yet, at the 
ſame time, to have the being of Chriſt an 
act of the Father's will, and ſuppoſe that he 
might not have been at all, is meddling with 
things too high. Tis bold enough for any 
to lay, that a perſon might not have been 
who always has been. 
I argue the neceſſity of the Father's ex. 
iſtence from his eternity; if he always has 
been, he always muſt be, nor do 1 ſec that 
we can put it upon any thing elſe. And 
the reaſoning is as juſt and good, that if he 
never was without the Son, he never could 
be. What is inſeparable from his nature is 
eſſential to it. e may prove the relations 
in the Deity, as we do the happineſs, the 
re the glory; twas impoſſible it 
ould be otherwile. | 
A writer among our ſelves has taken 2 
liberty, chat I dare not imitate, ro ſhew that 
WM : ©. mer 
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there can be no felicity in ſolitude, nor 

could the Divine Nature itſelf be happy, 
che but in a ſocial way, by a plurality of per- 
cn, WF « ſons.” The thing I believe is true, but 
the manner of ſaying it is too free; how- 
ever that opinion was like Fonah's gourd, 
that ſprung up in a night, and periſh d in a 
night, it gave a preſent entertainment to 
the fancy, and then vaniſh'd away. For he 
muſt certainly have forgot what he publiſh'd 
about two years before, when he ſappoſes 
that the Father produc'd the Son as 4 — 
angelical ſpirit, in ſome unknown moment 
of eternity; if ſo, there muſt be moments 
and ſpaces in eternity, when he was not 
produc d, and conſequently the Father could 
not then be happy; but we know he is 
bleſſed for ever. | 

3.) Inmutability is another perfection in 
the Being of God : And if the ſcripture 
has not ſaid thus much of Chriſt, there is a 
roll of words to no manner of purpoſe. 
He tells us himſelf, that the Son abides ever, john vii, 
not by appointment, for ſo the ſaints do, 35. 
the ſervants of the houſe; and if thar's all 
thats meant by it, it does not anſwer the 
diſtinftion between him and them. 

The apoſtle tells us that there was a time Rom. i. z. 
when he = to be of the ſeed of David; 
there is alſo a time when he ſhall ——_— 1 Cor. xv. » 
and give up the kingdom to the Father; 28. 
that is, unclothe himſelf of the Mediator- 
* ſhip; and yet we read of him, chat he is 
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Rom. ix. 
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Heb. vii. 
23, 24- 


Heb. xiii. 
8. 


; per. 10, 
11. 


art the ſame, and thy years have no end. 


Jesus CnrisT 
over all God bleſſed for ever. To call him 
God would be ſnare enough if he is not ſo; 
but to make his government univerſal, g. 
ver all; to make it ' ſupreme, that he ij 
bleſſed ; and to make it eternal, that 
ſhall be for ever, is a threefold cord that 
cannot be broken. y 

This is the diſtinction between the Leviti. 
cal prieſthood and his; they were not ſuffer 
to continue, by reaſon of death; and no 
more was he, as to his adminiſtration beloy, 
they moſt of em continu'd longer than he 
did. And yet it is upon his continuing for 
ever that he has obtain'd an anchangeable 
prieſthood. * 

Would not a Few laugh at us, if we 
could not afhrm theſe things of another na- 
ture beſides the human 2? ſo that, the apoſtle 
in this epiſtle lays it down as a fundamen- 
ral of our religion in oppoſition to thoſe 
divers and ſtrange doctrines that keep whitl- 
ing round, that Jeſus is the ſame yeſterda), 
to day, and for ever. | 

In this chapter, as he ſuppoſes, the crea- 
tion to be the work of Chriſt, ſo he conſi 
ders the being of the Author as antecedent 
to it, and independent on ir. Thou, Lord, 
haſt in the beginning laid the foundations 
of the carth, and the heavens are the work 
of thine hands; theſe ſhall periſh but 1h 
remaineſt, as a veſture ſhall thou fold them 
up, and they ſhall be chang'd, but fh 


To 
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To ſay that he ſpake of the Son in all 
the verſes before, and a great number after- 
wards, and that this is a digreſſion of wor- 
ſhip to the Father, would make him as 
rambling in his argument, as they are in 
their ſchemes. The Father himſelf fays to 
the Son, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever. And it's the ſame that Chriſt affirms 4 
to another apoſtle, I am he who was dead, Rev. i. 18. 
and am alive, and behold 1 live for ever- 
more; and he ſpeaks like rhe fountain of 
life, when he 5 that he has the keys of 
death. | | 
4.) The exiſtence of Chriſt is independent 
and original: There is no creature that has 
imparted a being to him; there is no creature 
but what has receiv'd a being from him. 

This is our notion of God; Who has Rom. xi. 
firſt given to him? He is the Former of all 35, 36. 
things. Thus we read of the Father, and 
no words can go higher, that he from whom Heb il. 
are all things, and by whom are all things 11. 
made the captain of our ſalvation perfect 
thro' his ſufferings. Of him, and to him, 
and thro him are all things. 

Does the ſcripture abate of theſe terms, 
or flag in language when it ſpeaks of 
Chriſt > Not at all; the words fly home. 

All things were made by him, and without john i. 3. 
him was not any thing made that was made, 
x©pis died ſeparate from him. 

What a pile of articles is there in two 
verſes 1 He is the firſt-born of every crea- 
- E ture; 16. 


i. 15, 
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ture; or the firſt author, if we read it 2 

ToJoxo; inſtead of @gc]oroxos, we do not va 
a ſingle letter, only the pointing, and 0 
the connexion between this great name and 
what follows will be very clear; the reaſon 
given for it does not conclude that he wy 
made firſt, but that he made em all. Fy 
by him were all things made that are in hes 
ven, and that are on earth, viſible and in. 
viſible, whether they be thrones or domini. 
ons, or principalities or powers, all things 
are created by him and for him; he is the 
firſt cauſe, and the laſt end, author and pro. 
prietor. And he is before all things; and 
by him all things conſiſt, @avre © avs ow- 
£51xe, all thing have their conſiſtence in 
him: He keeps em together; or as it is in 
our text, he upholds all things by the ward 
of his power. in 
The Father indeed prepar'd him a body, 
gave him a commiſſion, call'd him his (er- 
yant, and anointed him with the Holy Ghoſt. Wh * 
And on this account he may be call'd th: MW" 

ountain of redemption, as the greateſt 
Jo it — an — to * will : Fr al 
that phraſe the fountain of the Deity, 1s grols 

and dangerous; and tis time we ſhould cut {Wt 
oft occaſion from thoſe that deſire it. 4 
It has been us'd indeed by many learn'd 


and holy writers, but we live to ſee it 4 Nc 

phraſe unguarded ; and as it is no ſimilitude I. 

of God's making, we may lay it ** b 
| {ide 


bible. 
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de among the rubbiſh of human inven- 
1005. | 
The Divine Nature is independent on 
the univerſe and origina! d ir. He made 
the heaven and the earth, and the ſea, and 
all that in them is: In his hand is the ſoul 
of every living thing, and the breath of all job al. | 
mankind ; and that this is the revelation we 10. v 
have of Chriſt, you may ſee quite thro' the 


From theſe particulars we find that the 
Nature, the Subliſtence, the Being that is 
peculiar to God belongs to him who is cal- 
ed the Son of man. He has his exiſtence as 
no creature can have, from eternity and 
neceſſity, with immutability and indepen- 
dence. 

Thus have I gone thro' two of thoſe 
doctrines, that the ſimilitudes in my text do 
alt their light upon: From Chriſt's being 
the brightneſs of Glory, and the expreſs 
mage of God's Nature, I conclude, 

Hrſt, A diſtinction between the Father 
and the Son. And, 

Secondly, An equality of attributes and all 
perfections. There are two articles more, 
ether contain'd in theſe words, or flowin 
from them: His capacity of doing all that 
he undertook, by way of atonement on earth 
and Glory in heaven. None but one who 
was thus diſtin from the Father, and thus 
equal to him, could either by himſelf purge 

away 
d 
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away our ſins, or ſit down at the right hand 
of the Majeſty on high. And from hence he 
becomes the object of all proper worſhip 
and dependence, faith and fear, hope and 
love for ever. | 


The End of the third Sermon. 
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Imho being the brightneſs of glory, and the 
expreſs image of his perſon or ſubſtance. 


NOTHER doctrine that is 3 
A either contain d in theſe words 
or connected to em, is the ca- 
pacity of Chriſt, to execute all his under- 
taking as Mediator. ; 
Tho' in his office he is ſuppos'd to be 
the Son of Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Tim. ii. 
made of a woman, (for as by man came &,q. jv.,. 
death, ſo by man came the reſurrection from 1 Cor. xv. 
the dead) yet his ability to render theſe ac- * 
tions effectual in the human nature is all owi 
to the Divine. Had he not been the bright- 
nels of Glory, and an expreſs image, a part- 
ner, an equal in the great Exiſtence, he 
could never have done what is attributed 
| to him. 
R Here are three things affirm'd, that are 
too much for any but one in the form of 
Cod; and as they are all true of Chriſt, 
lo they make the apoſtles argument to the 
_ Hebrews 
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Hebrews invincible ; that the diſpenſation 
in ſuch a hand is better than what they h 
from Moſes. b | . 
This is the main hinge of the diſtinction, 
as you have already heard. The law was 
given by Moſes, but grace and truth came 
by Jeſus Chriſt, Well, what's the diffe. 
rence between 'em 2 He proceeds upon 
that in the next words, No man has ſeep 
God at any time, not Moſes himſelf, tho 
he had nearer approaches to him than any 
other man; he ſaw him face to face; the 
Lord ſpake to him apparently and not in 
dark ſpeeches, the ſimilitude of the Lord 
did he behold ; and yet, without any ex- 
cepticn, here is an univerſal negative, Ny 
man has ſeen God at any time. But of Chriſt 
it is ſaid, the only begotten Son, who is i 
the boſom of the Father, who was lo then 
in the moment of his appearing on earth, 
he has declar'd what no creature could, 
What he has ſeen and heard he reſtified, as 
one who comes from heaven, and is aboye 
all. He is our great God and Saviour: And 
whatever we read of him in the latter part 
of the verſe agrees to the perſonal character 
that he bears in the former. 
1. Here's a ſovereign providence, he 1. 
holds all things by the word of his power. 
2. Here's a ſufficient and perfect facti- 
fice, he did by himſelf purge away ou 


ſ185, 
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on 3. Here's a ſupreme and eternal dignity j 
ag ne far down at the right hand of the Ma- 
* 7000 078 high. 


I don't deſign to ſpread out my thoughts 
upon theſe ſubjeAs : The empire that he 
poſſeſſes, the latisfaQtion that he made, and 
the reward that he enjoys, are large and co- 
pious articles of themſelves. I would fay 
no more upon any one of em than what 
ſeems to match the titles that are here given 
him. None but he who was thus equal 
to the Father is capable of what he does in 
the world, what he did upon the croſs, and 
what he continues to do upon the throne. 

Tis eaſy to ſhew you that each of theſe 
do ſuppoſe a diſtinction from the Father; 
that it is not He, but another perſon, who 
purg d away our fins, and took his place 
in heaven. Of this the Hebrews could 
have no doubt, who had ſeen him in the 
feſb, all the time that he went in and out 
among them, 

Bur this I wave, becauſe it does not ap- 
pear that the errors of our day have any 
thing of the Patripaſſian tang upon em; 
tho' what they may come to I know not ; 
for they who ſay there is © no maintain- 
ing the unity of the Godhead wich al- 
lowance of proper perſonality to the Son 
and Spirit * are not far from the error 
of thoſe who ſaid the Father was incarnate. 
To make the Logos no more than an in- 
, © dwelling attribute, or a uper-angelick Spirit, 
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is a long ſlide into the Sabellian folly ; but 
as this opinion only walks in darkneſs, 
I ſhall call your attention to the arrow that 
flies at noon- day, which is not about the 
diſtinction of the Son from the Father, but 
his equality to him. I would therefore con- 
{der the three ſtupendious actions that are 
here mention'd as giving an evidence to 
his Deity. * 


I. Tis ſaid that he upholds all things by 
the word of his power. Every breath that 
you find in this ſentence does loudly 
ſet forth a God. The act, the object, and 
the manner can be affirm'd of none but him 
in whom we live and move, and have our 
being. 3 
1. Here's the act, and that is wpholding, 

We read before, that he made the worlds, 

and now that he maintains em. Neither 

of theſe were ever committed to a deputy, 

The moſt high ſtretch'd forth the heavens 

If. zliv. alone, and made the earth by himſelf. The 

7 m. ii. Pillars of the earth are the Lords, and lv 

8. has ſet the world upon them. And the pre- 

ſervation that holds them all together is a 

Job xxvi. much his peculiar. The pillars of heaven 

on would tremble, and be oftoniſt'd at his tt: 
700. 

; ; Li doctrine ſhines thro? all the praiſe 

_ w. of the world above. Thou haſt created al 

x things, and for thy pleaſure they are and 

were created. 'Tis he alone who ſtretches the 


2 north 
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north over the empty place, and hangs the 
earth upon nothing, he binds up the waters 
in his thick clouds, fo that the cloud is not 
rent under them; he gave the ſea its de- 
cree, and hedg'd it in by a powerful word. 


He ſpread out the sky, laid up the ſtores of 
nature, and brings the rain out of his trea- Pal. lxvi. 
furies. He rules by his power for ever; he 7 


0 


does according to his pleaſure in the armies Pan. iv. 


of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 35 


by che earth. 


that WW All this is faid of Chriſt. The govern- If. ix. 7. 


udly WM ment is upon his ſhoulders. He declar'd on 
and earth, that he was above the noiſe of the 
him WW waves, and the tumult of the people. Winds 
out Wand waters obey his voice, the very wrath 
of man has prais'd him; it is what he could 


dino. and did reſtrain. 


ids, i The world was made by him, tho the 
ther Wl world knew him not. In his hand is the 


John i. 10. 
Job xi. 


puty, WW breath of all mankind ; for he has the keyg ev.i. 18. 


wens Wl of death and eternity. *Tis the Lord who 


ut. 


X11. 39. 


The kils and makes alive; tis he who ſays, I Rev. ii.23- 


1d vill kill her children with death. He eps 
pre · I the globe from ſhattering, and he will do ſo, 
is tl he comes to ſit upon his great white 


caven WW throne, and then before his face will heaven xz. 11. 


18 7e. ¶ and earth flee away, and there will be no 


more ſea. 


raiſe H 2. Here's the Object. This upholding 
ed all N work reaches to all things, the whole crea- 
ton; independent upon him, it would fall 


es theWto pieces, 


JESsVSs CHRIST 
You may extend this doctrine to the 
frame of nature, and not only fo, but to 
every work of grace; what he does, in the 
ſpiritual creation is maintain'd by him; and 
0 8 in him the whole building fitly fram d toge- 
2 ther grows into a holy temple. All things 
Cui. 10. are to be gather d together in Chriſt, both 
which are in heaven and which are on 
carth even in him. | 
This ſenſe of the words is true, and [ 


believe ought to have a ſhare, but I take 


the former to be more immediate, becauſe 
it is placed antecedent to the ſacrifice that he 
made, and the dignity into which he roſe : 
he who was to purge away our fins, and 
then ſit down at the right hand of the Ma- 
jeſty on high, is the ſame who founded the 
PL. xiv. carth upon the ſeas, and eſtabliſh'd it upon 
on the floods, who maintains the heavens and 
all their hoſts. Our Redeemer is the For- 
oF of all things, the Lord of hoſts is his 
name. 


3. Here's the manner in which he does it, 
by the Word of his power, This is the way 
that God always lov'd to talk, By the Word 
of the Lord were the heavens made, and all 


pt xxxiii. the hoſt of them by the breath of his mouth, 


8% he ſpake and it was done, he commanded, 
and it ſtood faſt, | 

This is not the language of an inferior, 

who derives from another, who works un- 

der him, and works for him. As we are 


2 Pet. iii. told, that by the Word of God the heavens 
mw” „ were 
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were of old, and the earth ſtanding out of 
the water, and in the water; but the hea- 
vens and the earth that are now by the ſame 
Mord are kept in ſtore, reſerv'd unto fire. 

Theſe things are aſcrib'd to the word of 
Chriſt: the dead are to hear the voice of the John v. 
Son of man and live. The apoſtle reminds 28. 
them, that at mount Sinai his voice did ſhake 
the earth; and now he has promis'd, ſaying 
yet once more, and [ ſhake not the earth 
only, but the heavens. 

He will conſume Antichriſt the ſon of 
perdition, with the * of his mouth, and 
deſtroy him with 7he brightneſs of his com- 2 Thel. 
ing. And why ſhould we think that this N 
phraſe or manner of ſpeaking is here us d of 
a creature, when in ſo great a part of ſcrip- 
ture twas only the dialect of the moſt 
high God? 

But it is true in nature as well as grace, 
that the words which be ſpeaks they are John vi. 
ſpirit and they are life. He would never G- 
have mention d his upholding all things, and 
doing it by the Word of his power, if he 
had not been the brightneſs of Glory, and 
the equal image of a divine Exiſtence. 


II. Another thing attributed to him is, 
what he did in the human nature, but the 
action takes all its value from the Divine; By 
himſelf he purg d away our ſms. That with- 
out a true and proper Deity he could not do 


this, will appear from every word in the 


clauſe before us. Wt That : 
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1. That which he undertook to put away 
John vi. Was our ſins; the word Oux reſtrains it to 
37. thoſe whom the Father had given him; and 

therefore may be extended both backwards I f 
and forwards to thoſe whoever had been par- 
don'd, and to thoſe who ever ſhould be ſo. 

And what vaſt numbers muſt theſe be: de 

hat a roll of relations are there from righ- ir 
teous Abel, down thro every age and place, I co 
to the ends of the earth, and to the end of Iſl on 
the world? Each perſon in this happy liſt 1 
would own himſelf to have ſins innumerable: * 
Pf xix 12. Who can underſtand his errors? and yet eve- 
ry one of them is done away. The people 
Rev. v. 11. themſelves are ten thouſand times ten thou- 
ſand, and thouſands of thouſands, and what 

then are their offences? 

Who could pretend to pardon theſe, but 
pf. exlvii. he Whoſe underſtanding is infinite? The advo- 
5. cate muſt be equal to the judge; and as none 
but an all comprehending mind can number 
tranſgreſſions, ſo none but he can atone for 
them: every ſin that either was or ſhall be 
committed, is noted down in the book of 
juſtice as a debt, and in the book of the 
Lamb as a debt that is paid. Every wicked 
thought, every corrupt inclination, ſtands 
there as cancell'd. He gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity; 
and what could be able to do this, but 7h 
Phil. iii. 9. 7 Preonfneſs of God ? 

2. He has purg'd them away xalapops 

eoinre, he has made purification. We have 
Je. 


Tit. ii. 14. 
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redemption thro his blood, the forgiveneſs of Col. i 19. 
our ſms, he has lov'd us, and waſh'd us from Rev. i. 6. 
our ſims, in his own blood: the blood of je- 1 John i. 
ſas Chriſt tleanſeth from all ſin. 95 

It does ſo from a ſanctifying power; there 
is a vertue in it to ſprinkle the conſcience from Heb. ix. 
dead works; but we are chiefly to conſider 14 
it as the price or merit upon which pardon 
comes. He bare our ſins in his own body 1 Pet. it. 
on the tree; when he blotted out our treſ- 2 yy 
paſſes, and took them out of the way, he wg 
naild them to his croſs. 

The apoſtle uſes this phraſe of making 
purification, with a great deal of 1 a8 
he was here writing to the Hebrews. They 
muſt know what it meant, who remember d 
that almoſt all things under the law are 
purged with blood, and without the ſhedding 
of blood, there could be no remiſſion. 

Whar a noble alluſion was here to the 
account we haye of Moſes ? that when he 
had ſpoken every precept to all the people, 
according to the law, he took the boo of Heb. ix. | 
calyes and goats, with water, and ſcarlet 21. 
wool and hyſſop, and ſprinkled both the 
book and all the people, ſaying, This is the 
blood of the teſtament, which God has en- 
pin'd unto you; moreover, he ſprinkled like- 
wile with blood, both the tabernacle, and all 
the veſſels of the miniſtry. 

Such a purification did our Lord ſcatter 
about, when he made an offering of him- 

J. ſelf: 


7 
1 1 
2 
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ſelf: I will take them in the order that the 


apoſtle has given them. 

He ſprinkled the book. The very cove- 
nant- rolls of heaven receiv'd a dignity from 
his ſufferings, he made them ſacred, he 
made them ſure. For this cauſe he is the 
Mediator of the new teſtament, that by 

Heb. ix. means of death they who are calld, may re- 

15, 16. ceive the promiſe of cternal inheritance; for 

| where a teſtament is, there muſt of neceſſity 
be the death of the teſtator. Tho' the deſigns 
and purpoſes of God's love were always ho- 
ly, and always perfect; yet they appear to be 
more ſo upon the ground of a ſatisfaction. 
And therefore the cup'of bleſſing is the cup 
of the new teſtament in the blood of Feſus. 

Heb. xiii. This great ſhepherd of the ſheep was brought 

25" again from the dead by the blood of the ever- 
laſting covenant. 

He ſprinkled likewiſe with the blood all 

If. xxxv. Ihe people: by this means they are the an- 


ult. ſomed of the Lord, and bear the marks of 
x Cor. vi. the price by which they are bought. We 
20. have boldneſs to enter into the holieſt of all 


Heb x. 19. Thro the blood of Jeſus; and tis by this that 

we have our hearts ſprinkled from an evil 

Exod. xi. Conſcience. The deſtroying angel ſees tht 

13. blood upon our houſes, and paſſes over; 

Rey. xxii. there's no death, wo curſe where that 
3. comes. | 

Nay, he ſprinkled the very tabernacle. 

He threw the. blood upon the mercy-lcat 


at the head of the ark; what a great appli- 


cation 
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cation of it was this? as if heaven it ſelf was 

to be cleans'd by the ſufferings of Chriſt : tho' 

you may think this a bold ſentence, yet it's 

what we do not venture on without a guide; 

for it was needful that the patterns of — Heb. ix. 
in the heavens ſhould be purify'd with theſe, 21. 

but the heavenly things themſelves with bet- 

ter ſacrifices than theſe : and therefore by his 

blood is Chriſt gone into heaven it (elf. 

All the weſſels of the miniſtry were thus 
ſprinkled: every ordinance of God, every 
duty of the believer, receives a dignity and 
value from the blood of Jeſus. Here's a 
purification indeed; and what could be equal 
to an infinite merit, but an infinite nature 

It anſwers the great demand of juſtice 
and holineſs; there is nothing owing to the 
as former from the believer, nothing unſuit- 

able to the latter in him. It magnifies he Ia. xi. 
al Law, and makes it honourable. That was 21. 
never ſo glorious in man's obedience, as it 


„ ee io 


of will be in his recovery; becauſe now it has 
Ve theglory of a rule, and a ſanction too. 

al In Paradiſe it had the honour of being a 
a rule, in hell it has the honour of pourin 
CVI 


out vengeance: but in heaven both theſe glo- 
he nes meet. In the obedience of a Saviour it 
er; IF appears to be a perfect rule, in his ſufferings 
it has a perfect ſotisfattion: he then finiſh d Dan. is. 
tranſgrefſion, made an end of ſim, and made 24- 
reconciliation for iniquity. 

And who is like to our God, who paſſes Mic. vii. 
by the tranſgreſſion of his people, ſubdues '* 

+ 1 1 ini- 


76 Jzsus CHRIST 


iniquities, and caſts them into the depths af | 
the ſea? If it is the peculiar of an infinite f 
nature to receive ſatisfaction, what muſt he | 
be who has merit enough to make it? the 
perſon that deſerves, muſt be equal to him 
that accepts. Paying a price is certainly as 
great an action as taking it: and therefore, 
in making this purification, he ſhew'd his 
righteouſneſs to be everlaſting. 
z. All this he is ſaid to do by bimſelf, 
that is, 
Firſt, The action was only his own, he 
trod the wine- preſs alone; and of the peo- 
If. Kili. ple there was none with him; not an angel 
| to ſoften his death for him, not a faint to 
ſhare it with him. | 
Secondly, The vertue was in him. That 
which gave repute to his death, and made 
it ſufficient to the purpoſe of our ſalvation, W e- 
was all deriv'd from his perſon : and there- W fr 
fore the ſenſe lies very eaſy upon thoſe ſur - W. h 
Acts xx. priſing words; that God has purchas'd the 1 4 
28. church with his own blood. h 
I was not his innocence, or his miſeries I ar 
that could have made the atonement, but he 
pet. i. it muſt be the precious blood of the Son of 
19, 20 God. Indeed he was, and ought to be, 4 he 
Lamb without blemiſh, and without ſpot, Y m 
and fo he was in the human nature; but ab 
the account is to be reckon'd higher, that an 
he was verily fore-ordain'd before the world tir 
unto our glory. Tho' his ſufferings were} m 
only in theſe laſt times, and in this lower eff 
OR TY” e narure, 


hm. Pp 22 Td © £5. 


Hh, 5 


has ſent me is with me, the Father has not John via 


the brightneſs of Glory, &c, 
nature, yet the value of them is to be 
fetch'd from what he was before. 

Thirdly, He did it perſonally as diſtinct 
from the Father; twas not by any commu- 
nications made to him, as they are made to 
faints and martyrs. Neyer was there leſs of 
a divine preſence, in this ſenſe, than with 
him. 

Thoſe words contain a horrour of great 
darkneſs, that no creature is able to expreſs, | 
or able to endure; My God, my God, why Mat. xxvii, 
haſt thou forſaken me? As to the Deity, he 6. 
was always in the Father, and the Father in John xirqi 
him. As to the humanity, there muſt be 
ſome ſupports given to that, or otherwiſe, 
as he fainted under his croſs, he mult have 
fainted upon it. 

And yet he ſpeaks of himſelf as neglect- 
ed; as if that moment was an exception 
from what he had faid in general, he that 


left me alone. Nay, he ſpeaks of this very 29. 
hour when the diſciples ſhould run away, 
and leave him alone; I am not alone, faith xvi. 32: 
he, becauſe the Father is with me. 
And yet, here is ſuch a withdrawment as 
he complains of; why haſt thou forſaken 
me, n) God, my God? g. d. Is this agree- 
able to the relation between us? have I done 
any thing to deſerve it? Tho' at the fame 
time he knew why his God both did and 
muſt forſake him; that he might more 
effectually be made 4 curſe for us, in the cui. it t. 
K ARE as rat greateſt = 
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greateſt ſenſe of the word, being hang'd on 


Deut. xxi. a tree as one accurſed of the Lord. 


25. 


Tia. liii, 10. 


Such a diſpleaſure as this, was ſo great a 


veight upon human nature, that you ſee he 
bemoans his caſe: but however in this ar- 
ticle, the Father gave a teſtimony to the Di- 
vine Nature, and ſhew'd that it was 


himſelf, in a mere perſonal conduct, that he 
purged away our ſins. 
He bruis'd the man, as the Lord was 


pleas'd to do, that he might ſhew the God. 
He put him to grief, that we might behold 


John i. 14. his glory, as of the only begotten of the 


6. 


„ 3. 


Jer. xxiil, 


Father. Who but he, that has all bein 
and life in himſelf, could have ſupport 


the nature that was united to him, under 


ſuch a flight of diſciples, ſuch an abſence 
of angels, and ſuch a withdrawment of the 
Father? He may well be call'd by no lefs 
a name than Jehovah our righteouſneſs. 


III. We are farther told of his dignity 
above; He ſat down at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on _—_ That this gives another 
evidence to his Deity, you will ſuppoſe 
from three things, 

1. That it is always ſpoke of as an 


inſtance of the higheſt honour. As if 
the Father had no greater proof to give 
of his pleaſure in the Son, and his favour to 


him. 


David regards it as the extreme of dig- 
Pal ex, 1, nity, The Lord faid unto my Lord, 5 
3 thou 


. . W.. —0 V mt TDD 
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thou at my right hand. All the glories of 
the empire are deſcendent from it. Tis 
there that he will make his enemies his 
footſtool. There he will ſend the rod of 
his ſtrength out of Zion: There he will 
have @ willing people, and proclaim a day o 

power, "Tis there that he ſtrikes thro' kings 
in the day of his wrath, and wounds the 
heads over many countries: There he hears 
the oath of God, as a confirmation to the 
mediatorial office : The Lord has ſworn, 
and will not repent it, Thou art a prieſt 
for ever: So that we may eaſily ſee, the 
Holy Ghoſt has deſign'd this word to ſig- 
nify the perfection of Glory. 

2. The angels were never allow'd toſhare 
in this honour. To which of them faid 
he at any time, “it thou on my right hand? 
; 1 conclude from his putting it thus, that he 

looks upon that ſituation as too high for a 
creature. And, 


Heb. & 
13. 


y 3. It may be confider'd not merely as a 
e reward to his obedience, but as a dignity be- 
er longing to his perſon; becaule tis what he 
ſe bad from eternity: Glorify me with the 


Glory that Thad with thee, before the world John xvi 
was. 

When he was at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high, he is faid to be made fo 
much better than the angels, as he had by 
inheritance a more excellent name than they. 
And, what is this name > That of a more 
able creature? No, but one that * | 

R 18 4 


Col. i. 18. 


Rom. vi. 
10. 


Heb. iv. 
10. 


Iſa. xii. 
28. 
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his eternal nature; to which of the angels 


faid he, Thon art my Jon? | 
Had he not obtain'd a name ſo much 


above them, he had never fat down where 


he is, but taken his place among thoſe who 
are always in the form of ſervants. Tis be- 
cauſe of what he has by inheritance, that his 


name is above all the inhabitants, that he 


firs firſt in the kingdom. If you go over 
this pile of words, you will ſee the Divine 
Nature ſhining thro' em. 800 
1. We read of him in a royal poſture, 
That he ſits down. This is the thing af. 
firm'd of him, and to which the former 
roll of characters were both a preparation 
and a title: Being the brightneſs of Glory, 
and the expreſs image of the Divine Na- 
ture, and upholding all things by the word 
of his power, having by himſelf purg'd a- 
way our fins, he fat down. Had he been 
any lower, or done any leſs, he had not 
come where now he is: But he muſt in all 
things have the pre-emmence. Sitting there 
ſignifies, | | 
r.] A Refreſhment after all his labouts. 
He died unto {in once, now he lives unto 
God. It is faid of him as it is of the moſt 
High; that when he had finiſh'd this crea- 
tion as he did the other, he reſted from his 
works, as God did from his. 
Me farther read that he enter'd into his 
reſt. This is not to be underſtood as if 
the Almighty fainted, or was weary ; 9 
1 1 : 
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it is ſaid of Chriſt, without any diminu- 
tion to his eternal greatneſs, as it is of God; 
the Lord made the heaven and the earth in Sen, fl. 2. 
ſix days, and on the ſeventh he reſted and xi. 17. 
was refreſh'd. 

He has now done all that he deſigns ; 
finiſh'd his work. Angels and faints will be John xvit. 
employ'd as much as ever : but as God has + 
no more worlds to create, Chriſt has no 
more ſaints to redeem ; by that one offer- 


ing he has for ever perfected them that Heb. x. 
are ſanctified. He is riſen from the dead, now g, i. 
no more to return to corruption. He was 34. 
dead, he is alive, and lives for evermore. Kev. i. 1. 
[2.] Another import of the word is Su- 
> Wl premacy over all about him. As Micaiah the 
ba of [la tells Ahab, I faw the Lord /it- 
| ting on his throne, and all the hoſt of hea- 
en ſtanding by him on his right hand, and! kings 
u Won his left. A viſion of the fame nature xii. 19. 
x with that which Jſaiah had, when he be- 
held the Glory of Chriſt ; I ſaw the Lord tg, vi. i, 
/ittmg upon a throne high and lifted up, and >» 3: 
his train fill'd the temple ; above it ſtood 
the cherubims, each one had ſix wings. 
This is very often brought in to ſignify 
the greatneſs of the Father, that it's he who 
its on the throne; and yet it's equally ſaid 
of Chriſt, he who fits upon thethrone makes 
al things new. There are none of thoſe Rev. xxi. 
bounds and limitations given to the juriſ- 5 | 
_ of the Son, thar Pharoah did to | 
that of Joſeph, only in the throne will I be , 
greater 5 80 far from any hint at yg *. 
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2. 5 


Ifa. xiv. 
13. 


23. 
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ſuch an inequality, that the throne of God 
and of the Lamb are ſpoke of together; and 
therefore Chriſt has often ſaid, that he will 
come in the glory of the Father. 
2. We are told of the place where he 
ſat down, at the right hand, which was 
ever underſtood to be a poſt of dignity; and 
it ſignifies here a greatneſs without any 
manner of inferiority. Angels are round 
about the throne in a poſture either of mo- 
tion or homage ; their wings are ever ready 
to cover their faces, or to carry 'em abroad, 
But the Lord at the Father's right hand gives 
out the word, upon which they either fly 
or worſhip. They are the ſervants of God 
and the Lamb, and every one in his remple 
declarcs his glory. 
3. This is at the right hand of Majeſty. 


Whether you underſtand this of the Farher, | 


or of his court above, the habitation of his 
Holineſs, and of his Glory, it all comes to 
rhe ſame thing. | 

Here is one above the ſtars of God, who 
ſets his throne as thar of the moſt High. The 
very thing that Lucifer aim'd at, and which 
coſt him his place in heaven. And what 


was it that made the deſign ſo criminal in him, 
but only that he ſwell'd up to a greatnels 


above his nature? Whereas it is poſleſſed b 
One who has it by inheritance. 


That whole world may be call'd by tht 
name of Majeſty, being the city of the liv 
leb. x" ing God; honour and majeſty arc befor: 
him, ſtrength and beauty arc in his 70 

| | oe ep „ p 
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place. The building, the walls, the ſtreets, PA xcvi. 
the rivers are deſcribd by the beſt of Rev. xii. 
thoſe things that we have on earth: But 11-21 
our language is as much beneath their Glories 
as our world is. Precious ſtones, fine gold, 
clear cryſtal, living ſtreams, and burning 
braſs are patterns of things in the heavens. 

Now, at the head of all this magnificence 
is he to be ſeen, who is fairer than the ſons 
of men : Among the melodies of his angels | 
the gratitude of his ſaints, above all prin- 8 115. 
cipalities and powers, and every name that 
is nam'd even in that world. The knees in Eph. i. 21. 
heaven bow down to the name of Jeſus, Phil. ii. 
and all the tongues with the loudeſt harmo- "'*:. 
ny confeſs that he is Jchovah. 

4. The Majeſty where he thus preſides is 
on high, i v1 in the high places. 

Heaven is always ſpoke of as being above. 
The parts of the creation are ſituate accord- 
ing to their value: As they riſe in height 
they riſe in purity. Hell is beneath, pre- If. xiv. 9. 
pard for the devil and his angels : This 
earth is above it, made to be groſs and pe- 
riſhing, fit for creatures like itlelf : The air Pl. 
is clearer and more expanded. We read * + 
belides theſe of the heavens of heavens. 

Now in this high and holy place, which 16. 
is call'd eternity, does the King of faints 15. 
appear in all his glory. Into this the apo- 
[tle runs up his whole argument: Of the 
things that we have ſpoken this is the ſum, 
we have ſuch an high-prieſt, who is ſet on 5 
the right hand of the throne of ,he Majeſty - ro 
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. one another, as if he knew, not how to raiſe 


a ſtructure of titles high enough. 


And thus have I gone thro this awful 
text,, where we have the glories of Chriſt 
in his perſon, and his actions crowded to- 
gether; We read what hei is, and what he 
does. May this truth continue ever dear 


8. to my ſoul, and if I ſuffer the loſs of all 
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things, may it be to me no more than droſ 
and dung for he e of the knowledge 
of ſuch a Lord. 

There's none like him among the go 
nor any works. like unto, his works. Kloz 

the brigbtneſi of the ſupreme 4 
ſible Glory ; the expreſs image, 32 . 
the equal in an eternal, nece unc Bange 
Able, and independent Bong. 

3 he who made the Wo, ho has 
hang and rang d em, and upholds them 
all by the word of his power. From bim 
we have the great atonement, as he has'by 
himſelf purg d away our fins; and with him 
we are to have our portion for ever, as he 
is at the right hand of Majeſty on high. 

Nowe to him who is able to keep us 
” Fn falling, and preſent us faultleſs before 
his own Glory, with exceeding joy; ta the 
only wife God, our Saviour, be lory, domi: 


. Won, and praiſe, for ever er and eVETs Amen, 
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